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'* Advertiſement. 


944d 3551333 MISS e Mot Miho+ 
Hk Reader is deſired 
co take Notice of Two 
e nn 
1. That this Diſcourſe. is 
not Written by the Direction, 


Aſſiſtance, or Advice of any 
Perſon or Party - whatſoever 
nor with the Privity of any in 
| Authority, but is the meer and 
only Reſult of the Author's 

own Thoughts; who makes it 

his Requeſt, that the Reader 

wou' d forget that it has an 

Author, and take it as if it 

were produc'd by the caſual 
alling together of the Letters 

of the Alphabet; it being too 
common a thing for Men to 
ſlight Truth, if they approve 
not of him that utters it; and 
| "> YM to 


to indulge Error if recommen- } 


ded by the Author's Name : 
And yet at the ſame time let 
the Reader be aſſur d, that the 
Author is not afraid that the 
World ſhould know what he 
earneſtly deſires may be con- 
ceal'd, for the Reaſon afore- 
ik Ei e 

2. That for the ſame Rea - 
ſon divers Paſſages are made uſe 
of therein, without referring 
to the Books whence they are 
taken; there being in ſo lear- 
ned an Age no great danger of 


Plageariſm; and in ſo divided 


and contentious an Age too 
much danger of the aboveſaid 


Inconvenience. 
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Chriſtian Reader. 


{HE Subſtance of the fol- 
b wing Diſcourſe was 


. Written above eight Tears 
ce, and Preſented in Manu- 
We [cript to Her Late Majeſty, of 

ever Bleſſed Memory. But Wars 
| abroad, made it unſeaſonable to 
attempt Peace in the Churthes, 
while the States of Europe were 
ſo hotly engag d; and had the 
Church of England render d it 
8 ſelf 2 Pattern of Peace, yet the 
Nations about us were not at 


leiſure to obſerve that Pattern. 
A 3 The 
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o the Reader. 
The Divine Power, Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, aſſiſting the Beſt 
of Kings, hath Reſtor d Peace 
to the Nations of Chriſtendom 
among themſelves ; And why may 
not Peace, amon g the Charches 
of Chriſtendom, be expected by 
the ſame Means ? 1 
And becanſe the Deſign of the 
following Diſcourſe is to attempt 
it firſt at Home, yet with an Eye 
to the Pearer of the Chriſtian 
World; I will look back on the 
Paſt Age, and conſider the Cauſe 
of our. Diviſions, both in Church 
and State. => 1:4 
Iwo Controverſies hade miſer- 
ably divided this Nation for more, 
than one Century : I mean the 
Controverſie between the Preroga- 
| tive of the King, and the Liber- 
ty of the Subje& ; and the Con- 
troverſie between a Strict Unis. 
 formity in Matters of Religion, | 
an 


"1 LOT on_-_ 
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4 To the Reader. 9 
and a Lawleſs Liberty of Con- : 


ſcience. And our Enenties of the 
ace Roman Communion, have ever 
fince the Reformation, induſixi- 
ouſly kept  alrve both theſe Con- 


2 
bes troverſies, in order to reduce us 


to our former Bondage to Rome. 
They took the ſide of Prerogative, 


the and Strict Conformity, till they 
t uad ſet theſe Kingdoms ina flame, 
Lye and broke in pieces the Engliſh 


Government, both in Church 
and State. They ud the Pre- 
Wa tence of Loyalty, to Murder the 
W Poor Proteſtants of Ireland ; and 
; of Dniformity, to drive mahy 
excellent Men out of the Church. 


ore And when they had ruin'd Pre- 
the rogative,and the Engliſh Church, 
74- by appearing for them; They 
ag then fell in for Anarchy in the 
u- State, and an extravagant Li- 
1i- berty of Conſcience in the Church, 

e and broke us into Numberleſs 


A 4 Parties 


od "To = 2 
Panties and Sede. 


And he | 


| their Emiſſ: aries wrought dili- 


| gently to build a ſort of Babel 


among 1s, they caſt the Reproach 
thereof on the Proteſtant Reli- 


gion. 


Again, when the Nation grew 
weary of Anarchy, of changing 
Governments every Moon, and 
ſpringing new Churches almofi 
as often, and found a. neceſſity 
of Reſtoring the Engliſh Con- 
ſtitution, they returned to their 


old 8 


rogat ive, an 


raining the Pre- 
eftroying. both our 


Civil r. Religious Liberties by 
Arbitrary. Power; and on that 
fide of the Controverſie they con- 
 tinued till the late Happy Revo- 


lition. They knew 


( though we 


were forbid to |, ay) that both the 


late Kings were in their Intere ſt; 
and that the P. rerogative. would 


be certa wy « on their fide, that 


the 


| 


nn. * 


-— F 
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le the Diſpenſing Power render d all 
i- Laws already) made againſt them 
el uſeleſe and would conſequently re- 
b ſtore Popery by onr Celebrated Mag. 
i- na Charta:They knew that Modi 


ling Corporations won d deſtroy 


w Legiſlation for the time to come, hy 
g making Parliaments like thoſe in 
id. France, Tools and Vaſſals tothe 


FF Crown, as the Council of Trent 
ty was to the Pope. 


n- Thus Humane Wiſdom ſeem d 
ir to Promiſe them all Imaginable 
. * Succeſs ; for the Church- Party be- 
ü ing ſecur d by the Doctrines of 
„ Paſſive· Obedience, and Non- Ne. 
it ſiſtance niſunderſtoodʒthe Diſſen- 
'- WM ters Careſs d with an Illegal Tole- 
J= ration; and the Papiſts among = 
x Dunited to deſtroy us; we were like 
je l ſaac hound, and laid on the Altar, 


; bad not our good Angel, in the 
ver) AG of Sacrificing, ſtaid the 
Knife. | —_ | 


I 


; W 
To the Reader. 


I do but touch theſe things as | 
being Foreign to the Deſign of the 
Following Diſcourſe, yet I can't | 
paſs them without obſerving that | 
Solid and Laſting Settlement both 
of Religion and Civil Liberty, 
which we owe to His Majeſty. 

Two things the Nation had 
learn d by ſad Experience. 


1. By the Confuſions and 

Diſtractions of the late Times, 
they learn d that a Common- 
Wealth would never do in | 
England; for though for a ſea- 
ſon that Government made a 
Figure in the World, it ſoon 
dwindled into a ſingle Perſon 

under another Name, and at 

= his Death conſum'd away in 

= Anarchy. 


2. By 


—ͤ—ũ—ꝓ—ũ—ũ 
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2. By the late Reigns the 
Nation had learn'd that Arbi- 
trary Power would never do in 
| England, though affected and 
attempted with all poſſible Ap- 
plication in both thoſe Reigns. 


hat then could Humane Wiſ- 
dom think fit to be done upon the 
Late Revolution, but to ſettle and 
eftabliſh the Engliſh Government 
on its Ancient and Solid Foun- 
dation. | 


The mo of Renowned Politician 
obſerves, That thoſe Kingdoms 
and Governments ſtand longeſt 
1iF that are oft renewed, and 
brought back to their firſt Be- 
ginnings. And though in the 
laſt Age, we conld not attain it, 
we are now bleſt with the Old 
y {© Engliſh Conſtitution. The * 

5 
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1 N 0 
5 Government exceeds all others * 7 
U | | 4 

L 


in the World, being a jut Mix- 
ture of the Three Forms of Go- | 
wernment, Monarchy, Ariſto- | f 
cracy, and Democracy : Mo- 1 
F narchy ju$ly boa$ts its Union; 4 
i Ariſtocracy its Grandeur, and | 1 
1 Democracy its Liberty: Now i ; 
| the Engliſh Government has al! } 
3 the Advantages of theſe Gowern- f 
| | ments, without the Diſadwan- 
| tages of any; it has Monarchy 
withont Arbitrary Power; Ari- | 
ſtocracy without Faction; and | 
Democracy without Anarchy ; 
and hence we are ble$t with King, 
Lords and Commons. 


— 8 
- — == - 
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The Tut Prerogative is E- 
Stabliſh'd, the Invaded Liberties 
of the Kingdom are reſtor'd, and 
the Incroachments of the Late 


Reigns condemn'd by Act of Par- 


liament : So that there is an end 


of 


To the Reader. 


© of the Controverſie between the 


Prerogative of the King, and the 
Liberty of the Subject ; and no- 
thing but the moſt incurable In- 


fidelity can be Proof again$t that 


Evidence of His MajeSty's Lowe 
to the Engliſh Liberty, which 
He hath given by permitting an 
Election for Parliament, during 


his Abſence : and paſſng.the Bill 


for Disbanding the Army. 


The Controver ſie between a ſtrict 
Settlement, and a Boundleſs Liber- 
ty, in Matters of Religion, is alſo in 


ſome good meaſure compromiſeciʒ we 


have nom no Spaniſh Inquiſition 
to force Mens Faith and Conſci- 
ences into the ſame Mould, which 
is juſt as reaſonable as to make 
an Engine to draw Mens Bo- 
dies into the ſame Dimenſions. 
We have no wild Liberty for 


Adamites to run about the Streets, 


or Enthuſiaſts ro difurb us in 
| the 


4 1 4d 
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To the Reader. 

the time of Divine Service; but the | 
Church of England is ſecur d in 
its Legal Eſtabliſhments; and 
4 Liberty to Diſſenters has re- 
ceived the Sanction of a Law. 


Now that Maxim, Salus po- 
puli ſuprema lex, eſt, appears | 
in its Beauty, being writ upon 
all the Actions of our King, and 
not us'd by the People, in Op- 
poſition to Monarchy. 


Now the other Maxim, Bono 
principi inſervire eſt optima 
libertas, rightly applied, be- 
ing writ upon the Actions of the | 
People, both in, and out of Par- 
liament, and not usd by the | 
King to enſlave his People. 
The Courage and Conduct of our | 
King, and the Wealth and Va- 
lour of the People, hade once 
more made Great Britain a hap- 


PY 


*To the Reader, 
59 Nation, and the Arbiter of 
the Fate of Europe. 


The Glory of His Majeſty ix 
procuring the late . ſinpendioxs 
Peace, and reſtoring to our Neigh- 
bours their Raviſbd Liberties, 
is as much greater than that of 
Alexander, Pompey, Cæſar, or of 
any other of the Fam d .Congue- 
rors, as tis more Glorious to 
bind er the World from being Con- 
Juer d,than to Conquer the World, 
to ſave Mens Lives than to 2 
gtroy them. And what was ſaid 
8 of the Romans, who Refterd 
Liberty to the Conquer d Cities of 
Greece, in the Days of Flami- 
mus, is more Crake tically true 
concerning His MajeSty, and bis 
Loyal Subjecte; That at laſt 
thereare a Prince and a People 
in the World, born for the 
Safety of all others, that croſt 
| | bow, 


To the Reader. 


Seas, and made Wars, at their 
own Coſts and Peril, to relieve 
the Oppreſſed, to eſtabliſh 
Laws, and cauſe them to be 
obſerved, and to maintain the 
Publick Security throughout 
the whole Earth. 


But this is a Subject fit to fill 
a Volumn, and not to be cramd 
into a Parentheſis in a Preface, 
and therefore I muſt haſten to 
what I principally intended. 


And notwith$fanding Matters 
in the State are ſo happily ad- 
juSted, and Perſecution ceaſes to 
be the Reproach of the Church, 
yet we are Fill on very ill Terms 
among our ſelves in Matters of 
Religion; and to make the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe more intelligible, 
as well as the Deſign of the Au- 
thor, I muft à little conſider 

the 


W DoGi, & Dodi, 
A Claſſes the Clergy were divided, 


will plainly ſee the Neceſſity of 
8 the Forms of Prayer, and 25 


oe che Reader. 
the Grounds and Canſer of onr 


| N ions. 


TW. — by the Divite Mercy 
we had Seay out of the Tyran- 
ny of Rome, and the Proteſtant 
Religion became the National 
Religion of England, Igno- 
rance was lamentably w iſible, not 
only in the Laity, but Clergy ; 
and whoever looks over the Liſts 
of the Indocti, Mediocriter 


into which 


milies jo much complain a of 


And as the Clergy's Igno- . 


rance made theſe things weceſſa- 


ry, ſo the Firſt Refotmels 

thought it their Wiſdom to make 

the Tran tion . from Popery to 
© [ | 


Pro- 


. To the Reade, = 


ſcernable as might be; for this 


«they left the Surplice, that Peo- 
ple might not miſs the other 


much more ſenſible than the Do- 


the Adoration of the Croſs, they 


Latin Service, they kept 4 Lt 
turgy in Engliſh; whale. they 


_ - Biſhops and Biſhops, in the ſame 


Proteſtant. Religion, as. Undi- 


reaſon while they took away other 
Parts of the Clergy's Habits, 


Triakets ; while they took away 
Tranſubſtantiation, they left the 
Poſture of Kneeling, which was 


ctrine; while they took ama) 


nevertheleſs continued it at Bap- 
tilm ; though they threw off the i 


Renounc'd the Authority f the 
Biſhop of Rome, they never- 
theleſs continued the ſame Arch 


Provinces and Sees. This Con- | 
duct they hop d, wou'd have 
brought the Papiſts to Church, 


and 


Undi- 
wr. this 
other 
labits, 


ne der- 
Arch- 
e ſame 
Con- 

have 


urch, 


and 


C . 
Li? 
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and it had that effect for ſome 
time; but after that the Engliſh 
Refugees, who went hence in 


the Reign of Queen Mary, re- 
turned from among the Learned 
and Pious Reformers abroad, 
who had 'gone quite through the 
Work of Reformation, perhaps 
a Step too far, the Clergy of 
England fell into two Parties, 
one Party were for finding ont 
Means of Reconciliation: with 
Rome, and bringing the Pope 
to Terms : The other Party were 


for Accommodating Matters, and 


Forming an Union between the 
Engliſh Church, and | Foreign 
Proteſtant Churches ; but there 
baving been much fewer Non- 
Conlormiſts found among the 
Clergy, upon the Change of Re- 
ligion made by Queen Elizabeth 
in Subſtantials, than that made 

B 2 : 
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To the Reader. 
by Hing Charles the Second in 
Circumſtantialo, the Party which 
inclined to Rome were much the 
ſtronger, and moſt prevalent at 
Court. And although the State 
of Rome was generally oppoſed, 
yet the Church of Rome was 
much hanker'd after; though moſt 
were againſt the Pope's Supre- Wi 
macy, yet many were for allow- 
ing him to be Principium Uni- 
tatis: On the other ſide, the 
moſt Learned and Pious of the 
Clergy were for the other Union. 
Accordingly thoſe that enclin d 
towards Rome, were extreamly 
fond of the Ceremonies, that 
their Coalition with the Holy 
See might be the more eaſie : From 
 #ſing the Croſs at Baptiſm, they 
might eaſily proceed to its farther 
uſe; from Kneeling at the Sa- 
crament, they might take an oc- 
caſion 


To the Reader. 


nd in Nc ſion of Believing Tranſubſtan- 
which ¶tiation, or letting it alone; that 
h the Whey might eaſily ſlip on ſome- 
ent at thing more upon the Surplice, 


State 
poſed, 
e was 
h moſt 
Mupre- 
allow- 
Uni- 
e, the 
of the 
Inion. 
clin d 


bey bad hopes to prevail with 
Rome to allow the Liturgy in 
WE ngliſh ; and while they kept up 
he Difference of Order, between 
Whihops and Presbyters, they 
ore capable not only of arriving 
Wt the Lordſhip of 4 Biſhop, and 
Wt the Grace of an Arch-biſhop, 
(upon the Coalition) had a 
Wo ro pect of the Eminency of 4 
Cardinal, and the Holincls of 


eam) Pope They were for allow- 
that e Sports on the Lord's Day, 
Holy , for Holidays, and 2 Reli- 
From ion that Men might wear Gen- 
, they Neely; for Singing Prayers, which 
arther WW:4kes little difference between 


atin and Engliſh, in Point of 
£dification, eſpeczally in that 
B 3 Time 


be Sa- 
an oc- 
ca ſioli 


= — 
— 
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Time when der few cou d read. 


They were fond of God- fathers, 


and God-mothers, Bowing at 
the Name of Jeſus, and to the 
Altar, and ſetting the Commu- 
nion-Table Altar-wiſe. On the 
other ſide, the Pious Puritan 
Biſhops, were for Union with MW 
the Proteſtants abroad,who ſcru-· Ml 
pled moſt of theſe things, and 
were for that Reaſon for taking 
theſe things away, or at leaſt for 
leaving them indifferent : They il 
were indeed for the pure Primi- if 


tive Epiſcopacy, and I conceive, K 


bad they ſeen the following Diſ⸗ 
courſe, would generally have i 


Subſcribed thereto. And this i 


in Truth the Reaſon that ſo many 
are to this Day ſo extreamly fond 

of things which they themſelvei 
account to be indifferent in thei! 
own Nature, and which others 


1e 


{ read. 
athers, 
ing at 


to the 
»MMU- 8 
On the | 
WW Abbot and Uſher, the Biſhops 
Hall, Davenant, 
43d this is the true Difference 


uritan 


mſelve; | 
in their. 
others 


1% 


le to be prfil : 
and Caſſandrian Deſign was the 
good work in hand, ſo much ap- 


planded by Arch-biſbop 


To the Reader. FIR 
The Grotian 
Laud, 
and his Adberents and Followers; 
and Oppos'd by the Arch-biſhops 


and others. 


between the High Church and 


W Low Church (as they are called) 
to this Day. 


And here I cannt, without 


= great and pungent ſorrow, lament 


the Miſery of the Church of 
England, for almoſt a whole 
Century: By this Means, Pro- 
teſtant Religion (which lies in 
thoſe things wherein both ſides 
agree) and even Morality it 
ſelf hath been little regarded, 
and Mens Zeal for the moſt part 

B 4 bath 
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To the Reader. 
hath been imployed in this Con- 
troverſie. Tis better to be Pe. 
piSts than Presbyterians : Put 
the Laws in Execution againſt 
Diſlenters ; was the Cry on the 
one ſide, and the Diſſenters oft 
in fits dragg d to the Court Spi- 
ritual, and a Lay-Chancellor 
having ſaid, I Admoniſſi you, 
I Admoniſh you, I Admoniſh WW 
you, away they were ſent to the 
Devil. On the other ſide, Con- 
formity was aggravated to the 
atmoſt, and condemned as Anti- 
Chriſtian : Some have run from 
the noiſe of a Reader in the 
Church, ſaying, They heard the Wl 
Devil. Aud others refusd to 
bear 4 Reverend Divine in a 
Meeting-Houſe, becauſe he had 
by Licenſe preach d in a Church. 
I confeſs, ſuch Follies were not 
common, I mention them as pro- 


digious 


To the Reader. 


is Con- NAgious Effects of Controverſies 
be Fa. = * — Things, 15 

Put er by Perſecution on the one 
gainſt Maud, and Exaſperation on the 
on the other, both ſides did generally de- 
ers oft ¶ part from the true. Spirit of 
rt Spi- cChriſtianity: And if the prin- 


cellor Nied Diſcourſes on both fides be 
| You, l well con ſidered, and an Impar- 
1oniſh tial Inquiſitor were in ſearch for 
to the WF Chriſtians, by our Sawiour's 
Con- ¶ Character, By this ſhall all Men 
o the 3 know that ye are my Diſciples, 3523.3; 
Anti- if ye love one another; How 
from em had he found worthy the 
n the Chriſtian Name? 

d the 

'> to # F any thing which I have 
in « 8 offer'd in the Following Diſcourſe 
> had may tend to Reſtore Chriſtianity 
arch, among us to its Primitive Purt- 
> not ty, and to haſten its Promis'd 


Peace in the Chriſtian World, 
| it 


Luke9s 55. 


2Pet.2- 1. 


Sheets may. be, I 11 ſure they 


OY OO. 


"To. the Reader. 
it will jucreaſe my Thank fulneſ, 5 


to Hin who gave me Being. 
But whatever the Succe of theſe 


tale a very il way to oppoſe 
Perſecution, and to Reſtore the 
Chriſtian Spirit, who endeavour 
to overthrow the Fundamental; 
of Chriſtianity. The Arians MW 
were at fir$t profest Enemies to | : 
Perſecution, but as ſoon as they 
had Power, proved 'the Pans 6.4 
Perſecators: And Men worſe 

than they in their Principles, will 

not be better in their Practices, 
whatever Moderation they may 
pretend. And although my Sa- 
viour hath” taught me, That I 
ought not to call for fire from 
Heaven on thoſe that will not 
receive Him. Tet ſeeing the 
Apoſile Peter having Fre 'd 
f ſuchwho ſhould bring in dam: 


nable 


N 
bs . 
g * 9 2 4 

E \ «x 


\fulneſ, | 
Being. 
of theſe 
re they 
oppoſe if 
ore the ; 
eavanr | 
1entals i 
Arians 
nien to 
4} they 
reateſt To 
worſe 
„ will 
tices, 
nay 
Sa- 
at I 
rom 
not 
the 
cy d 
am: 


ble 


themſelves the ſervants of cor- 
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nable Hereſics, in denying the 
Lord that bought them; adds, 
That they ſhall bring upon 
tchemſelves ſwift deſtruction. 
lis certainly dangerous to put 
Power into the Hands of Men of 
ich Principles, leſt they in- 
8 colve the Government in their 
= own Ruin. I aim at no Man 
WW by this Reflection; and I deſire 


to Excuſe no Man whom the Cha- 


racter will fit; eſpecially if they 


3 7 agree with the full Deſcription of 


thoſe dangerous Men, Prophecy d 

of by the Apoſtle Peter, who 
walk after the fleſh in the luſt, „. 
of uncleanneſs, and deſpiſe 10. 
government; having eyes full 

of Adultery, and that can't 
ceaſe from ſin, who while they 
promiſe Men Liberty, are 


ruption, Certainly tis every 
| Chri- 
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Chriſtian's Duty to tale the 
Advice of the Apo ſtle Jude, who 
deſcribing the ſame Men, exhorts 
us to contend earneſtly for the 
Faith which was once delivered 
to the Saints. The late AG 
therefore againſt Blaſpheming, 
does rather, Promote than Diſ- 
ſerve the Deſign of this Dij- 
courſe. And if this attempt may 
ftir up the Spirits of others, 
whoſe Parts and Oualifications 
are equal to ſuch an Undertak- 
ing, to offer better Means to the | 


fame end, In magnis voluille 


lat eſt, I ſhall greatly rejoice to 
be Confuted by Propoſals of bet- - 

ter Expedients. For were the 
Peace of the Chriſtian World 
Eftabliſht on Foundation-Truths, 
it would be with all th: Sons of 


Peace, without regard to their 


Leſſer or Greater Eminency, as 
it 
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To the Reader. 


it was with the Heaven!) Ho#t, 
Wat their frſt Creation; they will 
not envy each other their De- 


erces of Excellencies, but the 50 35 7. 
EMorning-Stars will ſing toge- 


cher, and all the Sons of God 


ſhout for Joy. 
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Books Printed for John Lawrence at the 
Angel in the Poultry. 


Free Diſcourſe, wherein the Doc- 
trines which make for Tyranny 
are Diſplay'd ; the Title of our Rightful 
and Lawful King William Vindicated and 


. 
T 
12 
07 
von 
* 


the Unreaſonableneſs and Miſchievous Y * 


Tendency of the Odious Diſtinction of a Ml 


King De Facto, and De Jure, Diſcover, 
By the Honourable Sir Robert Howard, Oct. 
An Effort againſt Biggotry, and for 


Chriſtian Catholiciſm. By Henry Chandler, W 


Qnarto. 


Remarks on a late Diſcourſe of William 8 0 5 


Lord Biſhop of Derry, concerning the 


Inventions of Men in the Worſhip of 
God. With a Vindication of the Re- 


marks from what is Obje&ed againſt them i 
in his Lordſhips Admonition, By J. Boyſe. 


Octavo. 


A Preſervative againſt Deiſm: ſhewing 


the Great Advantage of Revelation above 
Reaſon, in the two great Points, Pardon 


of Sin, and a Future State of Happineſs, WW 


With an Appendix, in Anſwer to a Let- 
ter of A. V. againſt Revealed Religion, in 


the Oracles of Reaſon. By Nath, Taylor. 
Octavo. 


Mr. Woodhouſe, Mr. Shower, Mr. Williams, 
Mr. A ſop, and Mr. Calamy's Sermons, 
Preach'd to the Socicties for Reformation of 
Manners in the City of London. Octavo. 
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old chimp ba . n ESS AT to Render the Church 
J. Boe. of England a Mears and a Pattern 
| 3 a N Union to the Chriſtian World. 
ſhewing 
oy RE. 3 O Arguments againſt the 
lappineſi. | 2. Proteſtant Religion have been 
0 A Let. Improved with equal ſuc- 
Lc, i 4 Wceſs, to thoſe which are drawn from 
Taylor. eue Unity of the Roman Church, and 
the Innumerable Diviſions among 
ermons, WM [Proteſtants : ; and although each Point 
nation of in Controverlie between us and Rome 
(F4aV0, ſr | hath 
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hath been ſo diſcuſſed, as to ſet the 

Truth of the Proteſtant Cauſe in the 

cleareſt Light, yet the Popiſh Dra- 

goons, and the Proteſtant Diviſzons, 

{till pervert the World. *Tis true, 

that there is no Argument in Dra- 

gooning, and I hope it will appear 

in a ſhort time, that there is as little 

in the other Topick; yet the ſame 

Men who ſcarce know how to ſub- 
mit their Senſes to Tranſubſtantiation, 

are by thoſe very Senſes induced to 
Popery, while they ſee Diviſeons, or. 
feel Dragooning. | 


The laſt of theſe Popiſh A 
ments, is not. to be Confuted © 
Pen in its Practice, and needs no 
Confutation in the Theory; being 
not Defenſible otherwiſe than by 

main force. | | 


* But the former requires moſt Se- 
rious Conſideration, not ſo much 
to evince that nothing can be con- 
cluded from thoſe Diviſions againſt | 
the Truth of Proteſtant Religion, as 

tO 


Church. 


5. kt 


to take away the very Topick it 
ſelf. 


The great and ſubſtantial Divi- 
ſion of England is taken to be, 
into Church-Men and Diſſenters; 
and again, Church-Men are ſub- 
divided into High Church and 
Low Church, and many will be 
called Church-Men, who are in- 
deed of no Church: and theſe 
laſt having nothing but the 
Name, are not the Subjects of 
Chriſtian Unity: But yet, ne- 
vertheleſs, through the Iniquity 
of the late Reigns,' the beſt mark 
of a Church-Man was never to 
come to Prayers, and the moſt 
ſcandalous Life the ſureft Evi- 
dence of a true Son of the 


called Presbyterians, and no Man 
was ſuppoſed able to obſerve 
his Baptiſmal Vow, and the Oath 
of Allegiance both together; as 
if, in this Senſe, it were impoſſible 
to ſerve God and Mammon. This, 

C and. 
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All Sober Men were 


Vox Cleri, P. 
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[4] 
and ſome other things, ſeem to 
have put the true Notion of the 
Church of Exgland out of Mens 
Heads, and to Take it obnoxious 
to the Romaniſts for its Inviſibi- 
lity: And hence, upon the Hap- 
py Revolution, it was a Que- 
{tion between a very Eminent 
and Learned Prelate, and the Pro- 
locutor of the late Convocation, 
What it was that diſtinguiſh'd the 
Church of England from other 
Proteſtant Churches? The Biſhop 
rightly affirming, That the Church 
of Englund is an Equivocal Ex- 
preſſion, and was not diſtin- 
guiſned from other Proteſtant 
Churches, but by its Hierarchy 
and Revenues: And the Prolo- 
cutor aſſerting, That the Church 
of England was diſtinguiſhed by 
its Doctrine, as it ſtands in the 
Articles, Liturgy, and Homilies, 
as well as by its Hierarchy. And 
although ſince His Majeſtys hap- 
py Acceſſion to the Throne, His 
Pious and Princely Care of the 
Church 
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Church hath fill'd the Archi- 
Epiſcopal and Epiſcopal Sees 
with Men of Conſummate Piety, 
Learning, and Moderation; where- 
by, and by giving the Royal Aſ- 
ſent to the Act for Indulgence, 
He hath been our Deliverer from 
Tyranny in the Church, as well 
as in the State: Yet it cannot be 
forgotten, how during the Pre- 
valency of the High Church Par- 
ty in the late Reigns, not Kneel- 
ing at the Sacrament, not Bapti- 
zing with the Croſs, Hearing in 
Congregations which are Chur- 
ches of Chriſt (within the Defini- 
tion given by'the Articles of the 
Church) were Proſecuted with the 
greateſt Violence, and Men caſt 
out of the Church for thoſe Rea- 
ſons; while Men of the moſt 
Profiigate Lives, Swore D——z 
them, they were for the Church of 
England ; and were admitted to 
the Sacrament without reſerve : 
That great Numbers of the ſober 
Serious Subjects of England, were 

a kept 
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kept out from that which was 
called the Church, for Conſci- 
ence ſake; and all the Prophane 
and Vicious let in, that were 
willing to enter: That thoſe 
things that would make a Man 
Holy on Earth, and prepare for 
Heaven, yet would not let him 
into the Church; and that he 
might be a beloved Member there- 
of, who was not fit to live on 
the Earth, and made moſt viſible 
haſte to the Devil! Theſe, and 
the like conſiderations, made me 
wonder, that no Man had con- 
cerned himſelf to tell us plainly, 
What the Church of England *. 
And ſince the Cant of that Party 
is (till, The Church ! the Church! I 
will, like an Honeſt Lay-Chriſti- 
an, that is not any way infected 
with Prieſt-Craft, return a ſhort 
Anſwer to the Queſtion, which 
may be at leaſt of uſe, to put 
ſome Body upon explaining it 
better. 7 


The 


>, a. . $5, 


e 


vas The Articles of the Church, 
ci- to which all the Clergy have Sub- 
me ſcribed, and to moſt of which 


ere (ſince His Majeſty's happy Ac- 
ole ceſſion to the Throne) the Diſ- 
an ſenting Miniſters have alſo ſub- 
or ſcrib d, expreſly Teach us 


im | 
he | That the Viſible Church of Chriſt Article XIX. 
re- is a Congregation of Faith- 
on ful Men, in which the Pure 
dle Word of God is Preached, and 
ad the Sacraments be duly Mini- 
ne ſired, according to Chriſt's Or- 
n- dinance, in all thoſe things 
y, that of neceſſity are requiſite to 
is, the ſame, | 
ty 
[ Now, whether this Deſcrip- 
ti- tion be meant of the Univerſal _ 
d Church, or of a fingle Congre- 
rt gation ; tis thence an eaſie Con- 1 
ch cluſion, That the Church of Eng- 
ut land is that Part of the Univerſal 
it Church which is Compos d of all 1 


the Congregations of Faithful 
C 3 Men 
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Men in England, in which the 
Pure Word of God is preached, 
and the Sacraments duly Miniſtred, 
according to Chriſt's Ordinance, 
in all thoſe things that of neceſ- 
ſity are requiſite to the ſame : And 
if this Deſcription be allowed, 
tis impoſhble to exclude the 
Presbyterian , Independent, and 
Antipædobaptiſt Churches, from 
being Part of the Church of Eng- 
land. Of the Antipedobaptiſts may 
be the greateſt doubt, becauſe they 
deny 22 to be capable Sub- 
jects of Baptiſm; but neverthe- 
leſs, that Error excludes them not 
out of this Deſcription; for to 
the Subjects they allow to be capa- 
ble, and of which their whole 
Communion conſiſts, the Sacra- 
ments are duly Adminiſtred, ac- 
cording to Chriſt's Ordinance, in 
all thoſe things that of neceſſity 
are requiſite to the ſame. It is 
therefore a wonderful thing to 
hear Men on one ſide loudly de- 
193 in the Preſence of God 

b and 
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and the Congregation, That they 
Believe the Holy Catholic Church ; 
and yet calling their Brethren 
that go under thoſe ſeveral De- 
nominations, Pharaticks, Hypo- 
crites, and other odious Names. 
and Excommunicating them out 
of the Church. And it is no leſs 
wonderful on the other fide, to 
hear ſome under thoſe ſeveral De- 
nominations, accuſing thoſe that 
conform to the Eſtabliſhe Cere- 
monies of Antichriſtianiſm, and 
denying the Church of England to 
be a True Church, when they 
themſelves have Subſcribed to that 
very Article, and Five or Six and 
Thirty more of their Thirty 
Nine, and are really Part of the 
ſame Church. And this one. Con- 


ſideration Juſtifies the Practice of 


thoſe who condemn the Impo- 
ſition of unneceſſary things, by 
Communicating with the Mode- 
rate Difſenters, and condemn the 
Separating, Cenſorious, and Schiſ- 
matical Humour, wherever found 
C 4 among(t 


ts. * nk mn "i . 
4 2 V7 \ . as ? wa * 5 : F 8 * D 


amongſt the Diſſenters, by Com- 
municating with the Conformable 
Part of the Church. And indeed, 
it ſeems to be little conſidered by 
the Generality of Proteſtants, how 
great the Agreement is between all 
the ſaid Parties: They have the 
ſame Rules of Faith, Manners and 
Devotion; for they own the ſame 
Scripture to be of Divine Autho- 
rity, and a perfect Rule of Faith 
and Life; the ſame Creeds are Pro- 
jeſt by them all; the ſame Ter 
Commandments are acknowledged 
by them all, as the Divine Law; 
and they agree to our Saviours Ex 
poſition — and to all the 

recepts, and the Ordinances, and 
Sacraments of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion ; they have the ſame Obje& 
of Worſhip, the ſame Mediator, 
the Inſpiration of the ſame Holy 
Spirit; they have the ſame Objects 
of their Hopes and Fears, they fly 
from the ſame Wrath, and expect 
the ſame Glory, 


Again, 


n- a 

JG Again, theſe ſeveral Parties do 
d, condemn the Twelve new Arti- 
by cles of the Roman Faith, all the 
WW Idolatries of the Maſs, Image- 


all Worſhip, Praying to Saints and 
he Angels, and for the Dead, Mon- 
nd kery; with all the Doctrines of! Tim. 4. 1,2. 
ne Demons invented by the Hypo- 


o- criſy of thoſe Lyars, nor do any 
th of them retain any thing ſubſtan- 
o- tial in Doctrine or Practice in- 
en troduc'd by the Apoſtacy of the 
ed Latter Times, | 

Ws; 

x The Diſagreement among them 


he lies only about Impoſing and Re- 
1d fuling Circumſtances of Worſhip, 
li- Obſervation of Days, the Uſe of 
ct Habits and Geſtures, of Forms and 


Ir, Ceremonies , and Unſcriptural 
ly Forms of Church-Government ; 
ts and about Subſcriptions , and 
ly Oaths, and Laws made to enforce 
Ct Mens own Inventions : All which 


I ſhall briefly touch, when I have 
in the following Propoſitions, 
; endea- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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endeavour'd to ſhew what are the 
true Terms of Union for: the 
whole Chriſtian World; and how 
all the above-mention'd Parties 
may enjoy this their Unity in the 
Church of England. 


When our Saviour condemn'd 
the Jewiſh Divorce, he grounded 
his Sentence upon this Founda- 
tion, From the Beginning it was: 
not ſo 5 and to dilcover the true 
Terms of Chriſtian Unity, we 
muſt look back to the Riſe of 
Chriſtian Religion. 


CHRISTIANITY came 
into this World Pure and Free, 
without the Jewiſh Yoak of beg- 
garly Elements, without the Hea- 
then Niceties of painful Rights 
and Ceremonies. It taught to 
Worſhip God in Spirit and Truth; 
bound Men to no City or Moun- 
tain ; preſcribed no Poſtures, nor 
Dreſſes; it threw down all In- 
cloſures, and was a Goſpel fit to 

be 


5 


be Preach'd to every Creature: 
Our Saviour taught in Syna- 
gogues and in Mountains ; and 
in a Coat woven from the top 
throughout. The Apoſtles wore 
the Habits of the Places where 
they dwelt, and taught in the Sy- 
nagogues that were built : Both 
Chriſt and they uſed the Septua- / 
gint Tranflation , and complied 
with the Cuſtoms and Hours of 
the Jews. And in ſhort, the A- 
poſtles Rule was to become all 
Things to all Men, and to com- * Cor. 9. 22: 
ply with the innocent Uſages of 
all Places; but when thoſe Cu- 


ſtoms, or Uſages, were added to Gf 7 25 
Chriſtianity, or imposd, they, 
always rejected them with Abhor- 


rence. 


Thus were Matters left by the 
Apoſtles. and the Diſciples of 
the Firſt Age followed their Ex- 
ample. And hence the Chriſtians 
among the Fews, complying with 
their Cuſtoms, and the Chriſtians 

| among 
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among the Gentiles with theirs, 
the Chriſtian World might with- 
in one Age, be diſtinguiſh'd into 
the Judaizing and Gentilizing 
Chriſtians. Paul Circumciſed II- 
mothy among the Fews And 
Church-Hiſtory tells us, That 
Fifteen Jeriſalem Biſhops were 
Circumciled ; And the Empire of 
Habbaſta, which was Diſcipled by 
the Mibiopean Eunuch, a Jewiſh 
Proſelyte, continue Circumciſion 
to this Day, (though as no Reli- 
gious Rite.) On the other ſide, 
the Roman Chriſtians, and others 
among the Heathens, uſed ſeveral 
of their Cuſtoms, by that General 
Rule, of becoming all Things to 


| all Men. 


But as in the Apoſtles Time, 
ſome uſed their Liberty for an 
Occaſion to the Fleſh, and this 
Charitable Principle occafioned 
Differences among the Apoſtles 
themſelves ; (for Paul withſtood 
Peter to the Face at Antioch, for 
| with- 
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ith- W withdrawing from the Gertiles to Gai. 2. 11,12. 
nto Wl pleaſe the Jews) ſo in the follow- | 
ing ing Ages, when the Power of in- 

1i- WF ward Religion grew more cold; 

Ind the Cuſtoms which were taken up 

hat as convenient , ſuch as keeping 

ere WW Days in compliance with the Jew- 

> of iſn and Heatheniſh Feſtivals, di- 

| by ſtinguiſhing the Clergy by Habits, 

in as both Jews and Heathens uſed 

ſion to do their Prieſts, became at laſt 

eli- to be accounted Sacred ; and the 

de, Days were taken for Holy Days, 

1ers and the Clothes for Holy Gar- 

ral ments. 

ral 

to But the greateſt Depravation of 


Chriſtianity, came from the A- 
greement that was between Jews 
and Gentiles, in their ſetting up 
of High-Prieſts : The ſhew of 


Order, and Unity, that appear d Mark 8. 27. 
therein, was very tempting. When Lale 9. 18. 
our Saviour had told Simon, that Mat. 16. 13, 
he ſhould be calłd Cephas ; and “ 24. 
that the Church ſhould be built 
on his Confeſſion of Faith; it is 

probable 


1 


ee ade. — ni n 


probable that the Apoſtles began [tin 

to think of his being the Chief; ther 

for the Queſtion was ſoon after bitic 

March, 18. 1. ſtarted among them, which of ciall 

Mark p. 33. them ſhould be greateſt; that is ſpea 

Luke 9- 4% . to ſay, the Pope. And had not cĩſec 
20. 25. our Saviour Poſitively and Cate- 

Luke 22, 25, gorically reſolved the Queſtion, I 

Heb.7, 23,24. both on that Occaſion, and in the 

Anſwer to the Ambitious Sons of of t 

Zebedee, Hierarchical Dotninati- renc 

on in greater and leſſer Popes Scri 

might have been thought Julti- Pre: 


fable from the Example of the twe 
Jews, whoſe Hierarchy was of . t 
Divine Inſtitution 3 But that our MW Po! 
Saviour is our only High Prieſt, Wi 
is moſt evident. That by that tauy 


Rule of his [It ſhall not be ſo done 
amongit you; | he hath taken away 
all colour of Domination among 
his Miniſters, on Pretence of 
his Inſtitution, ſeems a reaſonable 
Opinion. For the ſeveral Evan- 
geliſts do ſo expreſly agree in that 
Prohibition, that it is impoſſible 
to evade it by the common 'Di- 

ſtinction, 
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ſtinction, viz. That our Saviour 


there forbids Tyranny and Am- 
bition, but not Superiority, eſpe- 
cially h G nce the Evan lil. Luke 
ſpeaks not of the ADfry exer- 
ciſed by Tyrants, but Benefactors. 


It doth no where appear that 
the Apoſtles were the Governors 
of the Seventy, nor is any Diffe- 
rence ih Order to be found in 
Scripture between Biſhops and 
Presbyters ; for the Difference be- 
tween the Apoſtles and the Seven- 


ty appears to be this, that the A- 


poſtles were Perſons choſen to be 
Witneſſes of all that Jeſus did or 
taught, and of his Reſurrection 
and Aſcenſion ; they were of the 
Family of onr Saviour, and Pri- 
vy to his whole Converſation in 


which Reſpect they neither had 


nor can have Succeſſors: No more 
than the Evangeliſts, whom no 
Man pretends to have had Succeſ- 
lors, as Evangeliſts. 


And 


5 


4 And it ſeems moſt reaſonable to Whol 
1 believe, that whereas Dr. Han- the 
| mond, and others hold, that the Lor 


Presbyters mention'd AFs xx. were 
alſo Biſhops : So they were Apo- 
ſtles alſo in the ſenſe of St. Chry- 
ſoſtom, Epiphanius, Theodoret, and 
/ others ; and Lake x. 1. and di- 
vers Other Places, the ſame word 
is uſed concerning them, wiz, 
ent, from whence ar is 
derived: And it we fay that A- 
poſtles, Biſhops, or Presbyters , 
and Deacons are Officers of Divine 
Inſtitution to continue in the 
Church, ſurely we are right, for 
| ; 

7 ſuch only do we find in Scripture, 
| and of ſuch did the Governors of 

Phil, 1. 1. the Church at Philippi conſiſt. 


Some indeed, in Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory, are ſaid to have ſucceed- 
ed the Apoſtles, but they ſucceed- 
ed them not as Matthias did Judas, 
for he ſucceeded him in the Extra- 
ordinary Work of the Apoſtolate, 

and 


9] 


and therefore was choſen out of 
thoſe who had accompanied with 
the Apoſtles all the Time, that the 
Lord Jeſus went in and out a- 
mongſt them, beginning from the 
Baptiſm of John, unto the ſame 
Day that he was taken up, and 
was added to them to make twelve 


Witneſſes: of his Reſurtection ; aa; 2 21,22 


but the Nature of the Succeſſion 
was as Apoſtles, Biſhops and Pres- 
byters in their feveral Sees; where- 
as Apoſtles; in the (ſtrict Senſe 
as Apoſtles, were not confin'd to 
any See, but were Miniſters of 
the whole Catholick Charch; and 
on whom, (as St. Paul ſpeaks of 


| himſelf ) was the care of all the 


Churches; and unleſs it can be 
made appear that the Apoſtles have 
ſuch Succeſſors, and alſo fuch as 
were Witneſſes of what our Sa- 
viour did and taught, as Matthias 
was the Apoſtolate, as to ſo 
much of it muſt be Temporary 
from the Nature of the thing. 


'Þ The 
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The Arguments for a Saperio- | 
rity of the Order of Biſhops,arawry 
from the Precedency of James at 
Jeruſalem (who there ſeems to be 
Superiour to the Apoſtles, tho 
he was none of the Twelve) 
concludes only for a Biſhops 
Power in his own' Church where 
he is fix'd, but nothing for che 
Superiority in Order of Biſhops 
above Presbyters, as of revealed 
Inſtitution. If Ignatius, who 
tells us that St. Sephen was a Dea- 
con to St. James, had told us allo 
of his Presbyters of a diſtinct Or- 
der, no doubt but his Teſtimony 
had been concluding ;; but a #yocs; 
and a Biſhop are all one in Anti- 
. quity : And although at firſt the 

Twelve Apoſtles, who had tlie 
Infallible Direction of the Holy 
Ghoſt, did ordain thoſe Preſident 
Biſhops perhaps then, but certain- 
ly afterwards they were made by 
Election. The Epiſtles of St. John 
to the Angels of the Seven Chur- 
| ches 


[2x] 
ches of Aſa, prove not this Di- 
ſtinction of Order, nor any thing 


os 7 . f l - hs 2 us" 
P * 
= 


more than (hall be: hereafter ac- 


counted for in this Diſcourſe. 
And however the Epiſtles of St. 
Ignatius ſtand Irrefragably defend- 
ed from the charge of being Spu- 
rious, I cannot ſee but that al- 
lowing the Biſhop to be Texas, is 
fuficient to comply with the full 
Senſe of thoſe Epiſtles, eſpecially 
if it be conſider'd that the Biſhops 
of which he {peaks were made to 
by the Apoſtles themſelves, and 
no doubt were choſen by infalli- 
ble Direction, and muſt therefore 
deſerve a moſt fingular Reſpect. 


But allowing Men to think as 
they ſee Evidence concerning this 
Difference of Order, certainly the 
Practice of the Church may be 
ſuch as may allow of Different 
Apprehenſions, without occafion- 
ing either Tyranny or Schiſm, the 
Method whereof is attempted in 
this Diſcourſe. 

922 How- 


1 Cor. 6, 6,6. 
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However it is plain, that both 
our Saviour and his Diſciples did 
wholly reje& all Temporal Juriſ- 
diction , and applied themſelves 
entirely to their Spiritual Admi- 
niſtrations ; and that there was no 
Diſtinction Cauſes into of Spiritual 
or Eccleſiaſtical, and Temporal or 
Civil in the Chriſtian World for 
above Three Hundred Years after 
Chriſt. Indeed, while the Empe- 
rors were Heathens, and the Judges 
too throughout the Empire, the 
Chriſtians (according totheAdvice 
of St. Paul) forbare to go to Law, 
and referred all their Differences 
uſually to the Biſhops or Paſtors 
of the Congregations, of which 
they were Members. And” when 
Conſtantine came to the Em ire, 
his miſtaken Zeal confirm'd the 
Cuſtom, (though the Apoſtle's 
Reaſon for it cealed :) And where- 
as the Civil Power ought to have 
been reaſſum d by the Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate, and the Clergy _— 


wor oe us 0 oO DD 
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of Secular Buſineſs, his Edict ſet 
up the Clergy's Domination; and 


from Arbitrators they became 


Judges, and Chriſtian Magiſtrates 
might not Judge unwilling Chri- 
ſtians. | 


This Corruption grew fo faſt, 
that about the Year 430. in the 
Popedom of Celeſtine, the Patri- 
archs of Rome and Alexandria, did 
Degenerate from an Eccleſiaſtical, 
to a Secular Ruling and Domini- 
on: And when 1 conſider, how 


Socrat. lib. 7. 
CAP» 11. 


ſitively that Degeneracy 1s for- Matth. 20.26. 


idden by our Saviour, who up- 
on all Occaſions reprov'd it in his 
own Diſciples. When I conſider 
what Miſeries the Clergy Domi- 
nation has cauſed more than 
Twelve Hundred and Sixty Years, 
ſince that Degeneracy; how it 
has turn'd the Church into a meer 
Worldly Kingdom, and the Laws 
thereof into Humane Politicks ; I 
cannot but rejoice, that by the 
Laws of England this Degeneracy 
D 3 is 


Luke 22. 26. 


Mark 10. 43. 
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is Or might be cured (were the 


Laws put in Execution) and the Jo 
Supretnacy 'Teſtor'd to the Civil | 
Power. And whether the Pope of 

Rome by tiris Degeneracy did com- Wl © | 
mence the Apocalyptick Beaft en- ſe] 
tring into the Seat of Daniels ath BY 
Beaſt, and fo the time of his Reign Pc 
be expired, may be worth Ge << 
Conſideration of thoſe that ſtudy He 
the Apocalypſe. But certain it 15, that : 5 


in England the Biſhop of Rome, 
before the Norman Conqueſt, had 
no allow'd Juriſdiction but 
the Conqueror coming in under 
the Pope s Banner, gave him leave 
to fend Legates into Exgland. 
From Willian Rufus he attempted 
to gain Appeals to Rome, which 


occafion'd the Baniſhment of An- Pr 
ſelm, Archbiſhop of Canterbury. — 
during the Rejen 'of that King, & 
Upon 12 the Firſt, he Uſut p = — 


me fr of Biſhopticks. / 
King Stephen, Appeals to as 
P On Henry the Second, the Ex- 
emption of Clerks from the Se- 
| cular 
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\ WJ cular Power. And from King 
1e John he got the whole Kingdom. 


of I ſhall not trace the Steps, by 
1- WM which the Kingdom recover d it 
1. MM {cf out of the Hands of the Cler- 


th gy; but ( notwithſtanding the 
Pope held our Anceſtors Conſci- 
de ences in Slavery, pat + 
Heuny the Eighth) many Acts of 
at Parliament were made to uphold 
9 and maintain the Sovere! of 
id the King, the Liberty of the Peo- 
ut ple, the Common Law, and the 
er BE Commonweal, as appears by the 
ve BR Statutes of Edward the Third and 
5 and Richard the Second, Henry 
ed the Fourth and Henry the Fifth, 
a being Laws of Premunire , and 
„. | Proviſion, by which the Civil 
Power was preſerv'd, and the 
Body ſecured againſt the mon- 
5d | ſtrous pretended Foreign Head: 
In And upon the whole, the Civil 
Power of England kept it ſelf out 
*. of che Hands of the Prieſts in all 
be | Matters and Cauſes, except Cauſes 
lar ö D 4 Teſta- 
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Teftamentary, and of Matrimony, 
Divorce, Rights of Tythes, Ob- 
lations, and Obventions ; for as | 
the Emperors, out of a Zeal and 
deſire to Grace and Honour the 
Biſhops, allow'd them Juriſdiction 
in Cauſes of Tythes, becauſe they 
were paid to Prieſts ; in Cauſes of 
Matrimony, becauſe Marriages 
were Solemniz'd in the Church ; 
in Cauſes Teſtamentary, becauſe 
Teſtaments were many times made 
in Extremis, when Prieſts were 
preſent. So the Kings of Ezgland, 
before the Reformation, did all 
along derive Juriſdiction in theſe i 
Cauſes, to the Biſhops, though the | 
Right remain'd in them as the 
Fountain. But herein England 


hath been more unhappy than the WWW A 
Empire; for whereas the Biſhops, a 
| when Chriſtian Emperors granted It 
them this Juriſdiction, proceed- F 

ed in theſe Cauſes, according to tl 

the Imperial Law, as the Civil J. 

Magiſtrate did proceed in other Fi 

| Cauſes; our Biſhops introduced 2 


the 
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the Imperial Law, and 1 ince it 
came into the World) the Canon 
Law alſo into England, and en- 
deavoured all — could to de- 
ſtroy Ceſar's Image and Superſcri- 
ption. They call'd their Courts, 
Courts Chriſtian, as if the Civil 
Courts were but Courts of Ethnic ls, 
and their Cauſes Spiritual, as if 
Civil Cauſes were Carna/: And 
yet if an Honeſt Man Examine the 
Matter, he will probably find as 
much Chriſtianity in Weſtminſter- 
Hall, as in Doctors Commons, and 


Adultery a Crime no more Spiritual 
than Murder. 


Since the Reformation began, 
the Civil and Pretended Spiritual 
Authority have been wreſtin 
and they are not yet fully agree 0 ä 
It was Enacted by the 80 24 
Hen. VIII. Cap. 12. That all 
theſe Spiritual Cauſes ſhould. be 
Judged within the King's Autho- 
rity, and not elſewhere. By the 
26 Hen. VIII. Cap. 14. The Par- 


liament 
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Nament took upon them (even 
in thoſe Popiſh Times) to Create 
new. Biſhops, Suffragans, and to 
appoint their Sees. And this mul- 


tiplying of Biſhopricks is no new Þ 
thing, Leer if you. will believe Fs 
CGiraldas Caubrenſes, he tells us, Con 
(in a Writing which he preſented 1 
to Pope Innocent the Third) That Kin 
in Britain there were in the time ¶ col. 
of the Romans Five Provinces, Big 
and accordingly Five Arch-Bi- clet 
ſhopricks ; under, each of which Na 
was Twelve Biſhopricks; ſo there of 
were Threeſcore Biſhopricks at a cal 


time, when the Ifland was not 
wholly Chriſtianized. Nor is the 
Tranilation of Sees any Novelty; 
for in the Year 604, Pope Grego- 
y did, for the ſake of Auſtin the ? 

Monk, procure the Iranſlation of 

the Archiepiſcopal Seat from Lon- 

don to Canterbury, where it remains 
to this Day, notwithſtanding the 
endeavour of Gilbert Folioth, Bi- 
ſhop of Landon, in the time of 
Henry the Second, and the endea- 
| vours 


«2 bis 
vours of other Biſhops of Londlon 
fince, to recover the Archiepifco- 
pal Dignity. bs 

But '(to 2 by Statute 1. 
Edw. VI. Cap. 2. The Writ of 


us, Conge delire was ouſted, and it 
ted was Enacted, That none but the 
hat King by his Letters Patents ſhould 
= WH collate to an Archbiſhoprick, or 


Biſhoprick ; That all Proceſs Ec- 
clefiaſtical ſhould be in the King's 
Name, and the Teſt in the Name 
of the Perſon having Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Juriſdiction, and the Seal to 


ot be the King's Arms. And though 
he this Act was Repealed by the Firſt 
) 3 Mrrie, Cap. 2. yet that Act was 
20" Repealed again, by Prime Jacobi, 
be Cap. 25. And ſome think that 
of che Statute 1 Edw. 6. Cap. 2. is 
2” WM revived thereby, and thoſe who 
- are Enemies to the Church, are 


ready to enquite, What Penalties 
our Biſhops are liable to, by I- 
ſuing Proceſs in their own Names, 

TY | and 


Vox Cleri,P.1. 


of Loyalty to the Church. 


as} * n 9 1 — 8 - 


and uſing their own Seals. For 
notwithſtanding the Cant of The WM befo 
Church ! the Church ! their Courts Wl and 
are the King's Courts, and their N catcl 
Law, the King's Eccleſiaſtical 
Law ; and this is acknowledged 
by the Oath of Supremacy, and all 
the Laws made to this purpoſe, 
are but in Athrmance of the Com- 
mon Law ; notwithſtanding the | 
Author of Vox Cleri, was ſo fond | 


This indeed was an Expreſſion 
which explain'd the Carriage of 
the High-Church-Party to His 
Preſent Majeſty ; for though they 


talk d loud in behalf of the Pre- Ri, 
rogative, it was only that the | ſho 
Prerogative might pay them Tri- be | 
bute; and they were willing it cob 
ſhould rob the Lay-Subject, if it WF 2 
allow'd them to poſſeſs what they oo 
had filch'd from the Crown; An 
The King and Queen muſt firſt | the 
Swear Allegiance to the Go" * 
Ce 


> 
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before they ſhould be Crown'd ; 
and then they thought they had 


catched them, and refuſed to Swear 


Allegiance to them, as the Law 
requir'd ; but if inſtead of that 
horrible abuſe to which the Sacra- 
ment was expoſed in the Late 
Reigns, a Teſ# were Compos'd, 


renouncing Tranſubſtantiation and 


Common- wealth Principles, and ob- 
liging to maintain the Govern- 
ment of Exgland, by King, Lords 
and Commons, as it is now Eſta- 
bliſhed ; the King and Kingdom 
would be ſecured, beyond all 
poſſibility of Danger, and the juſt - 


Rights of the Arch-Biſhops, Bi- 


{hops, and other Clergy, would 
be maintain'd, though thoſe Ja- 
cobite Church-Men were ſent out 
to the French King, whom they 
were not able to bring in to them. 
And it is obſervable, That as in 
the Late Reigns, all the Champi- 
ons for the Hierarchy, ſtrove to 
prove that it was the Duty of 
N Diſſen- 


[ 3z ] 
Diſney to — ubmit to — . 
Eftabliſhid by Lam, in thoſe things 
lich they acknowledg'd to be 
in themſelves unneceſſary Impo- 
ſitions, becauſe they were unpogd 
by Authority; but they common- 
ly left the Government to ſhift for 
it ſelf, and to Anſwer for: thoſe 
Impoſitions to God, Conlctence, 
and the World: So now the 
{ane Party left His Majeſty, and 
all concern' chin the Late Revolu- 
tion, to Anſwer for jt to God, 


their own Conſciences, and the 
World; for they waſh'd their 


Hands, and faid, They were Inno- 


cent of being concern d therein; but 
they were under the force of 
Providence; and if His Majelty 
would uphold the Power of the 
Church, and take care to fit faſt, 
they would pay Him Allegiance; 
otherwiſe they were ready for 
the next that came, if he had the 
good luck to get the better. And 
this is the Subſtance of the late 
Wri- 
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Writings of that Party. . How 
much better Friends are they to 
His Majeſty, who believe Him to 
have an undoubted Right to his 
Crown, and to Govern the Church 
as well as the State; and that they 
are bound not only not to Refift 
Him, but to Aſſiſt Him with their 
Lives and Fortunes, againſt all Op- 
poſers. 


The Gurch of England rightly- 
underſtood, is Lovely and De- 
firable ; but that which hath con- 
founded and divided the Church 
is the Jumble and Mixture that 
hath been made, between the. Bi- 
ſhop's Power, which is of the 
Eſſence of his Office as a Presby- 
ter, the Power which he has as 
Preſident of the Presbytery, and 
he Power which he has by Dele- 
pation from the King. A Primi- 
tive Biſhop (as is clear by innu- 
merable Teſtimonies) had no more 
under his Charge than he could 

Per- 
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Perſonally know; and when 
Churches grew larger than one Bi- 
ſhop could Perſonally inſpec, 
they had more Biſhops, yet ſo as 
that one Biſhop had the Preceden- 

Cy ; and in a ſhort Time he only 
ingroſt the Name, and the others 
were called Presbyters; from 
among whom, upon the Death of 

the Biſhop, another was choſen 

to ſucceed him. But the Truth 

is, as is moſt evident, and parti- 
cularly by the Teſtimony of that 
Incomparably Learned, and Pi- 
ous, Arch-Biſhop Uſher, That 
every Presbyter hath a Right of 

„ Governing his Church, and Ad- 
* miniſtring Diſcipline, and thence 
hath the Name of Redor; and is 
in the Engliſh Office of Ordina- 
tion, commanded to Adminiſter 
Diſciplinam Chriſti, the Diſcipline 

of Chriſt; and he expreſly avets, 
That the omiſſion of the Exerciſe 
thereof in Exgland, is only from 

the Cuſtom receiv'd in E cla 

4 


3s J 
and that, that Impediment may 
be remov'd by Law: So that tlie 


Relation a Biſhop hath to a Par- 


ticular Congtegation, is no more 


than as a Presbyter; the Prece- 


dency of a Biſhop to the Presby- 
ters in a Dioceſs, is of Pure Pri- 


mitive Practice, grounded on the 


General Rules of doing all in Or- 
der, though it be no part of Re- 
vealed Inſtitution.; All Societies 
are taught by the Light of Reaſon 
to keep ſome Order; and for 
convenience of Regular Converſe, 
the Perſon of a certain Number, 
whom they agree to be Firit in 
Honourable Qualities, hath a Na- 
tural Right to be Preſident, though 
ſtill of the ſame Order: Thus the 
Preſident of a Colledge of Phy- 
ſicians, is no more than a Phy- 
ſician to his Patients, but he is 
a Preſident to the other Phyſi- 
cians 3 and it would be a ſtrange. 
Fancy for ſuch a Preſident to 
claim a Right of being Phyſi- 

| F. cian 
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cian to all the Bodies in London, 
and alone to adminiſter ſome 
ſort of Phyſick to all within the 
Bills of Mortality; I doubt ſuch 
an Uſurpation would increaſe the 
Number of the dead, and be juſt- 
ly reckon'd horrid Tyranny over 
the Living. 


But there is a third piece of an 
Engliſh'Biſhop,, and in that he is 
plainly the King's Eccleſiaſtical 
Lord Lieutenant, in ſuch a com- 
paſs of Ground, call'd a Dio- 
ceſs, and this he has by poſitive 
Humane Law; and in this reſped 
15 not a Church, but a State- 
Officer, entruſted with part of 
the Civil Power: His Courts are 
Civil Courts, and he fits in the 
Houſe of Lords, with reſpect to 
his Temporal Baronage. 


: Tf the Diſtinction aforeſaid 
were well underſtood, how eaſie 
were it to end the Controverſie 
. | about 


about the FUS DIVINDM 
of EPISCOPACY, and the 
JUS DIVINDM of PRES- 
BTTE RT and INDEPEN- 
DE NCT; about the Delega- 


„ „ * . 


tion of the Biſhop's Power to 


Lay-Chancellors, and the Biſhops 
Lording it over God's Heritage : 
And how eaſie would it be to 
Rectiſie abundance of Matters 
complain'd of in the preſent 
Practice of the Church? For 
Example, If the Biſhops were 
made by the Delivery of the Ba- 
culum and Aunulum by the King, 
as they were before the Conqueſt, 
or by Letters Patents; and were 
he made Preiident of the Presby- 
tery by their Election, eſpecially 


if the ary did uſually give the 


Staff and Ring, or grant the Let- 


\ ters Patents to the Perſon firſt 
choſen by the Presbytery; they 
might with the greater Aſſurance 
Pray for the Aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Spirit at his Election. Were 

E 2 his 


Staff and Ring 
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his Lay-power underſtood to be 
Delegated to his Lay-Chancellor, 
(according to the good Example 
of Sylvanys of old) who would 
find fault > And the Legillators 
would foon think of giving 
their Courts a Civil Proceſs, in- 
ſtead of their horridly abuſed 
Spiritual Weapon Excommunica- 
tion. Were the Presbyter reſtord 
to his Juſt Right, we might ſoon 
ſee ſome good Effect of Diſci- 
pline, which can never be exer- 
ciſed to any purpoſe, till Pariſh- 
Communion be made more pure, 
and the Paſtor's Power be reſtor d. 
One Phyſician may as well take 
the Charge of all the Bodies in 
London, as one Biſhop of their 
Souls; and the Congregations 
that are gathered from the ſeveral 
parts of great Cities, cann't have 
the perſonal Inſpection, nor rea- 
dy Acceſs to the Paſtoral Help, 
nor enjoy the Ad vantage of that 
Article of the Creed, Communion 


of 
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of Saints, which ought to be 
provided for in a well Diſci- 
plin'd Charch. And this is what 
my Soul longs for, and not with- 
out hope; For he that will im- 
partially conſider the late Wri- 
tings for Epiſcopacy, particularly 
thoſe of Doctor Maurice, and 
Doctor Scot, and the Writings 
againſt it, particularly of Mr. 
Baxter, and Mr. Clerk ſon, will, 
as I conceive, find theſe things . 
true. 


Firſt, That the Roman and 
Engliſh Prelacy, as now Exerci- 
ſed, are wholly dropt in the 
Scuffle, and no Foundation found 
for either in Scripture, or Primi- 
tive Antiquity, 


Secondly, That Independency, 
if it be meant only of the Rela- 
tion between a Paſtor and his 
Flock, and his Independent Right 
of Exerciſing the Power of the 

E 3 Keys 
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Keys over them, it is plainly Jure 
Divino; but if taken in a Senſe 
excluding National Churches, 
taking away all the common or- 
dinary Means of Communion 
among Chriſtian Congregations, 
and leaving the Power of Ordi- 
nation, and Admiſſion to the 
Lord's Supper,in the People, hath 
as little Foundation in Scripture, 
or Antiquity. 


Thirdly, That Councils are for 
Advice, not Legiſlation, for Con- 
cord, not Domination, and have 
no Power to make Laws for the 
Univerſal Church. They can no 
more Alter, or add to the Laws 
of Chriſt, than the Jewiſh Prieſts 
could Add to, or Alter the Laws 
of Moſes: And as there never 
was, ſo there never can be a Ge- 
neral Council; and that a Viſible 
Head of the Univerſal Church on 
Earth, Monarchical or Ariſtocra- 
tical, is a meer Chimera, never de- 

| ſign d 
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ſign'd by GOD, nor of Uſe to 
Men. We 40 7.50 


Fourthly, That the Epiſcopacy 
which within a certain compaſs 
of Ground, provides a Perſon 
choſen by the Presbytery, to a Su- 
perintendency, to preſide in Con- 
ventions of the Clergy, within 
his Precinct or Diocels, to be con- 
ſulted, and principally join in 
the Ordination, and Confirmation 
of Perſons, who defire to be ad- 
mitted to the Lord's Supper; to 
be adviſed with by every Presby- 
ter within his Precinct, where any 
Difficulties ariſe concerning the 
Exerciſe of the Keys; but which 
deſtroy not the Power of the 
Presbyter, nor the Primitive 
Church Species, has good war- 
rant in Scripture, Antiquity, Rea- 
ſon, and the Nature of the thing; 
I ſay, choſen by the Presbytery : 
For even Mr. Dodwel, (that un- 
accountable Bigot to Prelacy) ac- 

E 4 knowledges, 
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knowledges that Biſhops were firſt 
made by Election. 


Fifthly, Epiſcopacy thus ſtated 
is Jure Divino, as all things a- 
agreeable to right Reaſon are Jure 
Divino, (that is to ſay) Reaſon 
teaches ſuch Things without Re- 
velation ; and if Reaſon had not 
been ſufficient to this End, he 
that ſpent Fourty Days on Earth 
after his Reſurrection , inſtruct- 
ing his Apoſtles in the Things 
concerning the Kingdom of God, 
would not have Omitted to di- 
rect them herein : He that was 
faithful only as a ſervant, gave Rules 
for every Pin in the Tabernacle; 
and the very Colour of the Rib- 
bons uſed by the Prieſts. And 
our Lord, who was Faithful as a 
Son over his own Houſe, would vin 
not have Omitted a Matter of ſuch to 
Importance. So when Chriſt had ou 
Inſtituted the Office of Presby- Pa 
ters, or Biſnops; and the Apoſtle no 
Y „. _ 
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firſt Niven an Account of, and Inſtru- 
tions for their Office, there was 
no need to Inſtitute the Method of 

ted cheir Concord, which right Reaſon 

a> aaught Men of all forts of Learn- 

ure ing, as Philoſophers, Phyſicians, 

ſon Noc. Again, Presbytery, if it 
Re- mean only an Equality of Goſpel. 
not Wl Miniſters, by the Inſtitution of 
he WW Chriſt, it is Jure Divino, as plain 
rth as Words can make it; if it be 
ict- meant, the Form of Government 
ngs bo diverſify' d, as is uſually meant 
1d, by that Word, it is not fare Di- 
di- dino, having no Reveal'd Inſtitu- 
vas tion : And Reaſon taught all the 
les Chriſtian- Church to appoint a 
le Preſident Biſhop for Life; and 
ib- nothing but the Riſe of Popiſh 
nd Prelacy could make the other Me- 
$4 thod ſeem Reaſonable ; and Cal- 
1d vin himſelf (as I take it) fell in- 


ch to it, out of Neceſſity, and nbt 
ad out of Choice: But ſurely this 
y- Part of Church Government, is 
le no more determin'd by Revela- 


: tion, 
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tion, than the Form of Civil Co- 
vernment. 


Sixthly, While under the No- 
tion of CHURCH GOVERN: 
MENT, the Clergy encroach on 
the Prerogative of the Civil Pow. 
er; whether it be in an Epiſcopal 
or Presbyterian Form , neither 
God nor His Majeſty will have 
the Obedience paid them which 
is due ; and the only way to ſup- 
port both CH and Eccleſiaſtica 
Government, is to keep them en- 
tirely diſtin, and unconfound- 
ed, to give to Ceſar the Mbings that 
are Ceſars, and to God the things 
that are Gods. To own the Di- 
vine, as the Vicegerent of Chriſt, 
in his Prophetical and Prieſtly, 
and the Civil Magiſtrate, as his 
Vicegerent in his Kingly Office. 
Particularly the Civil Power is to 
appoint the Bounds of Biſhop- 
ricks; and ſo is the Twelfth The- 
ſes of that clear headed and ac- 

yy curately 


| 


arately Learn'd Dr. Iſaac Barrow. 
By the Laws of God, and ac- 
e No. oording to Ancient Practice, 
2 BN. Princes may Model the Bounds of 

" W Eccleliaſtical Juriſdiction, Erect 
Biſhopricks, Enlarge, Diminiſh, 


* wt * or Transfer them as they pleaſe. 
eich Thus he; where by Princes he ne- 
* ceſſarily intends the Legiſlative 
nich Power, where-ever tis placed, by 

y the Reſpective Conſtitution of 
2 Chriſtian Kingdoms. 


hs i Seventhly, Were theſe things 
well conſider'd, the Controver- 
, fie between the Epiſcopal and 
"2 WY Presbyterian, would be certainly 
iſ reconcil'd, and even the Indepen- 
ir (ent and Antipœdobaptiſt, would 
„probably be folded, if the Terms 
of Union, which the Church 
preſcribes, did not keep them out: 
Which will come next to be con- 
ſider d, after I have premiſed the 
few following ſhort Propoſi- 
tions. 


Firſt 
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Firit Propoſition. 


When God, bringing his Firſt- 
begotten into the World, com- 
manded all his Angels to Wor- 
ſhip him; their Song was, Glory 
to God on High, on Earth Peace, 
and good Will towards Men : But 
while Chriſtians have join'd with 
the Heavenly Hoſt in the Firſt 
Clauſe of that Song, they have 
neglected the two other Parts 
thereof, and for want of Peace on 
Earth, the former and latter Clau- 
ſes have made us yet but little Har- 
mony. 1 ä 


Hebr. 1. 6. 
Luke 2. 14» 


Second Propoſition: 


| The Eternal Father hath call- 
Kom. 15. 33. ed himſelf The God of Peace, the 
Rom. 16. 20. Blefled Jeſus is The Prince of Peace; 
the great Legacy which he left be- 

Iſai. 9.6. hind Him, was, His Peace; and 
John 14. 27. The Goſpel of Peace, is the pred 
Inſtru- 
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Inſtrament of Erecting that King- 

dom, of which Peace is one of 

the greateſt Glories. Till God 

give his People the Bleſſing of 

Peace, we can't expect that Hap- 

py Time when all the ends F pal. 67. 7. 
the Earth ſhall fear him; and his 

Name will never be Hallow'd to 
purpoſe, nor his Will be done on Mat. 6. g, 10. 
Earth as it is in Heaven, till this 
Kingdom of his be come. 


* 


Third Propoſition. 


The Methods which Men have 
taken to attain Peace, have been 
various. Conquerors have en- + 
deavour'd it, by making Man- 
kind Slaves, and reducing the 
World under an Univerſal Mo- 
narchy. The Apoſtles themſelves Mark 9. 38. 


began to be Tempted by the Anti- La 9498 


chriſtian Spirit, and were for 
bringing all under their Maſter, 
by Silencing firſt, and then by Fire 
trom Heaven. Popes have at- 

| tempted 
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The Reaſon of tempted it, by pretending to In- 
ris 79,1 fallibility ; and Councils, by mm. 
richriſt, ond bis king Canons. Some Places have WM Holi! 
Reign extend} labour d to attain it, by an Inqui- i Wor 
Where. ſition z and others, by Penal- I (tle 1 
Laws, concerning doubtful Mat- all ! 

ters of Speculation : And of them Prop 

all (except the Apoſtles, who Rig! 

were afterwards better Inſtructed) I the! 

we muſt conclude with the Apo- neſs 

ſtle, The way of Peace they have that 

not known ;, or, at leaſt, not pra- MW our 

S Ctiſed to walk therein. Peac 


Fourth Propoſetion. 


Ever fince the Fall of Man, this I 
Lower Creation hath been a Stage for 
Gen. 3. 15. of War; the Seed of the Wo- can 

man, and of the Serpent, have W wh 
: John 3. 8. been in conſtant Action: Our Sa- wil 
viour came to Deſtroy the Works Me 
Eph. 2. 2. Of the Devil, whilſt the Spirit nat 
that works in the Children of Dil- {h: 
obedience, keeps up his Works no 
with all Diligence; and there- in 
fore 
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fore there iu no Peace, faith God, Ini. 37. 
to the Wicked. Peace without hy 
Holineſs is impoſlible, and the 

World ſeeks it in vain : The Apo- 

ſtle InſtruCts us to follow Peace with Hebr. 12. 14. 
all Men, and Holineſs ; and the 

Prophet aſſures us, That the Work of gi. 32. 17. 
Righteonſneſs, ſhall be Peace ; and 

the Effet of Righteouſneſs, Quiet- 

neſs and Aſſurance for ever. And 

that when God hath wrought all jc. 26. 12. 
our Works in us, He will Ordain . 

Peace for ##. 


Fifth Propoſition. 


It 1s therefore Impudent Folly. 
for Men to Apprehend that they 
can have Peace with one another, 
while they are at open Enmity 
with God. He that hath all 
Mens Hearts in His hand, will ma- 
nage them ſo, that his own Word 
ſhall be Eſtabliſh'd ; if Men will 
not join in the Practice of Things, 
in the Theory of which they all 

1 agree, 


N 


john 1. 17. 


one another. And therefore if 


of Manners; and be very Cau- 
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agree, they will be till the lu- 
ſtruments of Divine Vengeance on 


Magiſtrates would labour for 
Peace, they muſt lay the Founda- 
tion thereof in the Reformation 


tious of making Laws, about 
Matters of Speculation: For out 
Saviour hath told us, That f any 
will do his Will, he ſhall know of 
the Doctrine; the way to know 
more, is to Practiſe what we do 
know. Otherwile, 


Sixth Propoſition. 


| ful 
While Men Diſpute with Ve- as 
hemency, and turn Divinity into M 


the moſt Abſtruſe and Exquiſite P. 
fine Notions, they make Chriſti- P 


anity unintelligible, and diſtin- 10 
guiſh all Religion out of the 7 
World. They Impoſe on the t 
Credulous, confound mean Capa- 0 
cities, divide Chriſtians into Sects, 1 


and 


"3 | 


and every Set Adores its own 


Diſtinguiſhing Character, till if 


the Queſtion be, what Religion 
a- Man is of? Tis Anſwer'd, A 


PAPIST, A CHURCH OF 


ENGLAND MAN, A PRES- 
BTTE RIAN, AN IND E- 
PENDENT, AN ANI. 
POEDOBAPTIST: But no 


Man does, and who can truly an- 


(wer, I'm a Chriſtian |! 


SeventbP ropoſation: 
True Religion is the Bond of 
full of the Knowledge of the Lord; 


as the Waters cover the Sea, then 1 


Men: ſhall beat their Swords into 
Plow-ſkares, and their 2 into 
Pruning-hooks : Then Nation ſhall 
not lift up Sword againſt Nation, 
nor ſhall they learn War any more; 
then nothing ſhall hurt or deſtroy in all 
God's Holy Mountain. And fince 
it is evident, that although Acti- 

F ons 


Union. When the Earth ſhall be Ilai. 11. 5. 


E 3 1 


ons are, Belief is not within the 
Power and Reach of Humane 
Law ; and that the Generality of 


Miraculous Power, and Extraor- 
dinary Revelation, agree on the 
Matters ſo hotly Diſputed even a- 
mong Proteſtants, 'tis worth the 
while to confider, what are the 
probable Means which the Scrip- 
ture hath Reveal'd, and which it 
is our Duty to Uſe, for attain- 


ing an Univerſal Peace among 
Chriltians. 


There is a Rock on which our 
Saviour promisd to build his 
Church, that the Gates of Hell 
ſhould not prevail againſt it.: So 
ſolemn a Promiſe requires a Se- 
rious Conſideration; for as the 
Papiſts taking it to be the Perſon 


by that Miſtake concerning this 


Antichriſtian Kingdom; ſo the 
Kingdom 


Mankind never will, without a 


of Peter, and his Succeſſors, have 


Rock, laid the Foundation of the . 


a ts ln en — 
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Kingdom of CHRIST ME- 
DIAT OR, is truly and ſurely 58 
built upon this Rock, whic 


our Saviour intends in that Pro- 


miſe; and that is, That 7 E SU Matt. 16. 18. 
CHRIST IS THE SON OF 
THE LIVING GOD. 


Te believe in God, believe alſo John 14+ 1. 
jn me, was the Subſtance of our 
Saviour's Doctrine, and the Apo- 
ſtles Creed. I believe that Je- 


God, was Martha's Creed. And John 11. 17+ 
he that Conſeſſeth, That Teſus 


Chrift is come in the Fleſh , God 


dwelleth in es, and he in God : John 1. 4. 
It is the end of Writing the Go- 
ſpel; and this (ſaith the Apo- 
[tle) is the Word of Faith, That 
if we confeſs with our Mouth the John 20. 21: 
Lord Jeſus, and believe in our 
Hearts, that God hath raiſed him 
from the Dead, we ſhall be ſaved : 
And accordingly, upon his Pro- 
feſüon of the Creed; I believe 

F 2 that acts 8. 37. 


ſus Chri$t is the Son of the [ivingwark. 16. 18. 


Rom. 10. 8, 9. 


. $4 ] 


that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God, 
the Ethiopian Eunuch , who be- 
fore believed in God, was Bap- 
tiſed, and the words of Baptiſm 
inſtructed him as they do us, in 


the Foundation of the Chriſtian 
Church. 0 | 


And before any other Creed 
was made, the Effect of this Creed 
was Miraculous, both with «re- 
ſpect to the Holy Lives of thoſe 
that profeſs d it, and the great 
Encreaſe of the Number of ſuch. 


Now what was ſufficient in the 
firſt Ages, was ſo to after-Ages, 
: Cor. 2. 11. and is ſo now; For other Foun- 
dation can no Man lay, than that 
which is laid already, was a Truth 
in St. Pauls Time. 


The Apoſtles Creed, and the 
other Creeds, ſubſcribed to by 
the Church of England, are not 


Additions to, but Paraphraſes is 
| this 
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this Creed, or Truths which ne- 
ceſſarily follow from the Belief 
thereof, and many of the Arti- 
cles thereof were added in After- 
Ages, in contradiction to the ſe- 
veral Hereſies which roſe at ſeve- 
ral Times to the endangering that 
Foundation. 


For Inſtance, all the Hereticks Irzneus Adv. 
Hæreſ. Lib. 1. 
Cap. 19,20,21, 
22, 23, Ce. 


mention'd by Irenews, where- 
with the Devil vext the Church 
for the firſt Three Hundred Years, 
were for a Plurality of Created 
Gods, whom they held allo to 
be Creators ; and for this reaſon 
it ſhould ſeem were thoſe Words, 
MAKER OF HEAVEN 
AND EARTH added, which 
were not in the Creed, called the 
Apoſtles for many Years ; as ap- 
pears in the Symbol recited by 
Marcellus Ancyranys, in the Con- 
feſſion of Faith which he deli- 
vered to Pope Julius, with the 
Expoſition of the Apoſtles Creed, 

F 3 written 
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written by the Latine Doctors: 
The Nicene and Athanaſian Creed. 
were further Explications of this 
Creed, in Oppoſition to Arrius, 
who ſtruck at the very Founda- 
tion, even the Godhead of Chriſt, 

And the Second Council of Con- 
ſtantinople, enlarged the Nicenc 
Creed, in the Article that con- 
cern'd the Holy Ghoſt ( in Oppo- 
ſition to Macedonius, who denied 
theGodhead and Perſonality of the 
Holy Ghoſt )) and in the Articles 
concerning the Catholick Church, 
and the Privi!-ges belonging there- 
unto; and when the Roman Church 
(after the Days of Charles the 
Great) had added the Article of 
the Proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt 
from the Son, in Oppoſition to 
the Greek Church ; the Council 
of Trent it ſelf hath recommend- 
ed it to us, 


2 
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Council. Tre- As that Principle in which all 


— that Profeſs the Faith of my | 
0 


© nd 
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do neceſſarily agree, and the 
firm and only Foundation a- 
gainſt which the Gates of Hell 


ſhall never prevail. 


da- 

in MW Thus out of their own Mouths 

q a may we judge thoſe pretended Ser- 

Ny vants of our Saviour. 

= His Bleſſed Promiſe hath been 

ned perform'd to a Tittle; his Church 

the hath been preſerved in ſpiglit of 

cles the Gates of Hell, and the Rock 

ch hath been like the Foundations 

Pay of the Earth, unſhaken by all 

ch Aſſaults of Hell ; of all that are 

che there already, and all that are 

of haſtning thither. And it is to 

oft me a moſt Important Obſerva- 

to tion, which is made by that Pro- 

A phet, and Apoſtle of this Latter | 

d. Age, Archbiſhop Uſer, © That uger's Ser- 
** whatſoever the Father of Lyes non, June 20. 
either hath Attempted, or ſhall 1924: 7. 27 

all * Attempt , yet hath he neither 


it . ** hitherto Effected, nor ſhall ever 
40 F 4 bring 


2 * 
*. 
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“bring to paſs hereafter ; that this 


UC 


Catholick Doctrine, ratified by 
the common Aſſent of Chriſti- 
ans, always, and every where, 
ſhould be Aboliflyd, but that 
in the thickeſt Miſt rather of 
the moſt perplexing Troubles, 


* it (till obtained Victory, both 


in the Minds, and in the open 


. Confeſſion of all Chriſtians, no 
* ways overturn'd in the Foun- 


dation thereof ; and that in this 
Verity , that one Church of 
CHRIST was prelerv'd in the 
midſt of the Tempeſt of the moſt 
cruel Winter, or in the thickeſt 
Darkneſs of her Wainings. 


And (he further adds that 
it at this Day, we ſhould take 


a a Survey of the ſeveral Profeſ- 


ſions of Chriſtianity, that have 
any large ſpread in any Part of 
the World ; as of the Religi- 
on of the Roman, and of the 


4 Reform d Churches in our 


* Quarters; 
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* Quarters ; of the Ethiopians, 
* and Egyptians in the South; of 
the Grecians, and other Chri- 
* ſtians in the Eaſtern Parts; and 
* ſhould put by the Points where- 
* in they difter one from ano- 
* ther, and gather into one Body 
* the reſt of the Articles wherein 
* they all agree: we ſhould find 
that in thoſe Propoſitions , 
* which, without all Controver- 
* ſy, are Univerſally received in 
the whole Chriſtian World, ſo 
* much Truth is contain'd, as be- 
ing join'd with Holy Obedience, 
* may be ſufficient to bring a Man 
* toeverlaſting Salvatiqn; neither 
* have we cauſe to doubt, but 
that as many as do walk accord- 
ing to this Rule, neither over- 
* throwing that which they have 
** builded, by ſuperinducing any 
'* Damnable Hereſies thereupon, 
© norotherwiſeViciating their ho- 
ly Faith, with a lewd and wick- 
ed Converſation : Peace ſhall 


be 


Stilling. Anſw. 
to ſev.Ireatiſes 
68. 70. 
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* be upon them, and Mercy, and 
upon the Iſrael of GOD. 


This is a Conſideration of the 
greateſt Weight, and diſcoversthe 
Foundation of Chriſtiaz Unity, 
and of the Peace of the Univer- 
ſal Church. 


And even J. V. (in his Con. 
teſt with the Right Reverend and 
Learned Doctor Stillingfleet, now 
Lord Biſhop of Worceſter) proves 
the Onity of the Roman Church, 
by this Argument: All thoſe 
« ho Aﬀent unto the Ancient 


Creeds, are Undivided in Mat- 


* ters of Faith: But all Roman 
*© Catholicks Aſſent unto the An- 
** cient Creeds; Ergo, all Ro- 
nan Catholicks are Undivided 


in Matters of Faith. 
Theſe, 
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Theſe, ſays the Doctor, are 
he moſt Healing Principles that 
have yet been thought of: Fye, 
for ſhame, why ſhould we, and 
hey of the Church of Nome 
quarrel thus long! We are well 
agreed in all Matters of Faith, . 
which, ſaith he, I ſhall demon- 
ſtratively prove, from the Argu- 
ment of 7. V. drawn from his 
two laſt Propoſitions. 


, and 
D. 


of the 
ers the 
Unity 
[niver- 


s Conte 
d and 
now 


« All who Aſſent to the An- 


Ou * cient-Creeds are Undivided in 

urch, , Matters of Faith: But both. 

on ** Papiſts and Proteſtants do Aſ- 
7 


* ſent unto the Ancient Creeds, 
* Frgo, They are Undivided in 
„Matters of Faith; and though 
* this way of Arguing was only 
Ko. * Ad bominem, it is great Pity 
ided WF that the Major Propoſition of 

the laſt Syllogiſu, was not pro- 

* nounced out of the Infallible 
hel, WI © Chair. 


But 
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But certain it is, That the P. 

piſts, notwithſtanding their ges 

Boaſt of Unity, are much mor 

Divided within themſelves, than 

any Proteſtants from each other; 

for the Rent goes through the 

main Foundation ↄf their Faith, 

Their Church's INFAL LIB 

LITY: For where to placeit 

they can by no means agree; but 

(as among that Party which calls 

it ſelf the Church of Eng: 

Note, If that Notion land) though {ome are 

be true, viz. That the Socinjaus, ſome Arm. 
Vaudois and Abigeois are 0 „ 

the Two Witneſſes, tis Lau,, ſome Calviniſts, 

Demonſtration that Hie- &c. yet all agree in the 


rarchy and Liturgy are , ; 
no proper Terms of Uni- Hierarchy and Common 


on: For although they Prayer: So there are 


have been pure Churches 5 b "I 
ever fince the Apoſtles tO things in which all 


Days, they have alwa P apiſts do a ree, D. 
been wirhour both. 5 | the Me Rt the 
Biſhop of Nome, and 
the Sacrifice of the Maſs: Upon 

theſe two Poles the Antichriſtian 

World ſtands firm, though at 


moſt 


oſt 2 


herefC 


tion v 


Chriſt, 
mane 
Antic 
Mat 
fin 
y 
It wil 
of E 
whic! 
( briſt 
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oft all others are controverted. 


le P. 4s eſt &. ab hoſte doceri, And 
" Se Wherefore why may not the Go- 
** ernours of the Church of Eng- 
5 „ fix upon thoſe Terms of 
BUN TO N, wherein all Chriſti- 
In uns in the World are agreed, 
790 yhich are few and plain, and 


eſtore them to their Primitive 


_— Right of being the Foundation 
* n pf the Peace, and Unity of Chri- 
5 n,? Terms of Divine Inſtitu- 
+ V tion will as certainly Unite the 


(brian World, as Terms of Hu- 


uni. mane Inſtitution have done the 
* Antichriſtian. And ſince it is not 
in tue Ha Matter at preſent practicable, to 
e bene er Ger we 


ch al ther, to agree on thoſe Terms. 
ch al i vill be the Glory of the Church 


N. of England to ſet an Example 


which will be follow'd by all the 


B. ( briſtian World. 


riſtian 


h al. There 


moſt 


\ 


Heb, 5. 12. 


Heb, 6. 1. 


out of the Church, becauſe he 


beginning of CHRIST which 


to Perfection, which becomes all 


the degrees of which are various, 
and the higheſt degrees moſt de- 
ſirable; but yet he that hath but 
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There are (in a Word) ſome 
Truths which are the Firſt Prin. 
ciples of the Oracles of God; and 
theſe are the Truths which ought 
to be the Terms of Union. But 
I would not be miſunderſtood, 
as if I thought no other Truths 
neceſſary for a Growing Chriſtian 
Fhere are the Principles of the 
Doctrine of CHRIST (ors 
the Original ) the Word of the 


are neceſſary to Unite a Man to 
the Chriſtian Church, and whicl 
are ſuited to the Unlearned, 2 
well as the Learned, and ought 
to admit him into its Communti- 
on : But there is alſo a going on 


Men that live in that Communion, 


two Talents, ought not to be calt 


hath 
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ith not Five: Nay, he that 
ath but one, may improve it to 
alvation, though he never un- 
lerſtood School-Divinity, nor 
he Power of the Church in De- 
reeing Ceremonies. But though 
might, I will not preſume to 


| ſome 
Prin. 
3 and 
ought 
But 
ſtood, 


[ruths Name thoſe Truths or Terms of 
ti nion; the Moderate of all the 
of the Wiorelaid Perſuaſions, will eaſily 
" or a5 {gre therein. And to the Con- 
f the Nideration of the Sos of Peace, I 
which Neave the Particulars 3 though I 
lan to tink I may ſay, That the Arti- 
which Nie, of the Church to which the 
d, a {Wiſenters do Subſcribe,contain them 
ought . 

nuni- 

1g on WW But it will ſtill be Objected, 
es all {What though an Aſſent to thoſe 
nion, NVockrinal Articles, to which the 
rious, MWſerters have Subſcribed, and 
ſt de- Which include Scripture, as the 
h but Rule of Faith and Manners, and 


thence Collect Rules of Faith, 
Practice and Devotion, were 
made 


e Call 
fe he 
hath 
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made the Terms of Admiſſion in- 
to the Church of Exgland; yet 
there remain many things in 
Point of Practice, which keep 


up Differences, and divide us in. F 
to Parties; as, in | 
Mer 

I. Forms of Prayers. — 
II. Habits of the Clergy. and 
III. Pr eſentations. Lay 
IV. The Croſs in Baptiſm: in! 
V. Kneeling at the Sacrament. ſtan 
VI. God fathers aud Godme WM kne 
thers. pos 
VII. Holy-Days. of 
VIII. Ordination of Mini 4. Eſt; 
Subſcription , and Oat wh 

one Hand. Pſa 

the 

| Aﬀ 

Obj jeckionc, Antipathy, and Pre- "” 
Jade, againſt all theſe thing, WW had 
*ard ſome Tndecencies on WM in\ 
other hand. ing 


And 


ent. 
no- 


en 
7 off 


Pre- 
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And I will ſhortly touch on all 
theſe Heads, when I have pre- 
mis'd, | | 


Firſt, Indifferent Things uſed 
in Religion, or by Religious 
Men, and ſuffer d to remain ac- 
cording to their Nature, were 
never the occaſion of Diviſion ; 
and Indifferent Things enforc'd by 
Laws, have ever cauſed Diviſions 
in the Chriſtian World. To in- 
{tance in the Church of Exgland, 
Kneeling at the Sacrament is im- 
posd, and keeps out Thouſands 
of Good Chriſtians out of the 
Eſtabliſh'd part of the Church: 
whereas fitting when we ſing 
Pſalms is not commanded, but 
the Poſture has obtained in all 
Aſſemblies, as well of the Church, 
as of the Diſſenters: We have 
had abundance of Paper ſpoil'd 
in Writing for, and againſt Kneel- 
ing at the Sacrament z but not a 
Page for or againſt Sitting when 

G Pſalms 
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| Palms are Sung: And yet we 
may Argue as ſtrongly againſt 
Sitting when we Praiſe God, as 
againſt Keeling at the Sacrament, 
abſtracted from the Impoſition. 
We do not pretend to an Unifor- 
mity in Time; but in ſome Chur- 
ches the Pariſh meet at Nine, in 
{ome at Ten, in others not till 
Eleven; yet the Church of Eng- 
[a4 never received any prejudice 
by the want of Uniformity there- 
in. The Surplice has even divi- 
ded the Martyrs among them- 
ſelves, being an indifferent thing 
impos d; wearing black Cloaths 
is uſed by Conformable Men, and 
the Teachers among all the Diſ- 
{enters indifferently; and yet one 
may prove the Unlawfulneſs of 
the Clergy's wearing Black, with 
as ſtrong Arguments as any Man 
can ule againſt wearing White. 
But when Men will be giving Re- 
ligious Significations to Inſignifi- 
cant Things, we fee what comes 
ont: 


t we 
ainſt 
1. 4s 
nent, 
tion, 
ffor- 
Hur 
„ in 
till 
Eng- 
dice 
jere- 
livi- 
em- 
ning 
aths 
and 

Diſ- 

one 

; of 
vith 

Man 

lite. 
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ont: Impoſition is warring a- 
cainſt the Nature of Man: Adam 
in Innocency fell by the Breach of 
a Poſitive Law, concerning a 
Matter in it ſelf indifferent, ab- 
ſtrated from the Sanction of the 
Law, although it receiv*d the San- 
tion from GOD Himſelf: And 
it muſt be highly unreaſonable 
for Men to expect from fallen 
Man that Obedience which was 
not paid by Adam to GOD Him- 
ſelf, except, at leaſt, their Pow- 
er to Command were as Evident 
as His. 


The Right Reverend Prelate, 
Doctor Jeremy Taylor tells us, in 
his Liberty of Prophecying, That 
he that makes an Article of Faith, 
or a Term of Church-Communi- 
on, without a Divine Authori- 
ty, chalks out a new way to the 
Devil. The” Incomparable Chit 
lingworth, and the Excellent Hale 
of Eaton, have fix'd the Name 

G 2- of 


/ 


l 
| 


Job 4 Os * 


e 


of Schiſmaticks on the Impoſers 
of unneceſſary things: And cer- 
tainly, he that in Matters of Re- 
ligion makes indifferent things 
neceſſary, Uſurps Power Superi- 


our to Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 


yea, to GOD Himſelf, for they 
thought fit to leave them indiffe- 
rent; And ſhall he that con- 
tendeth with the Almighty in- 
ſtruct Him? If it was not well 
done, he that reproveth GOD 


let him anſwer it. As for the 
Appointing of Churches, and 


Places, and Times for Aſſembling, 
and Circumſtances of the like na- 
ture, Reaſon makes ſuch Appoint- 
ments neceſſary, but ſtill without 
Reſtraint, as to other Places or 


Times, and ſuch Appointments, 


fall not under the Notion of In- 
different Things. Tis an abſurd 
way of Arguing, That the Church 
may command Indifferent Things, 
becauſe Things Good are Com- 
manded, and Evil Forbid by 2 
an 
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and they have no other way of 
Exerting their Power; Would 
they be Greater, or Wiſer than 
their Maſter: Our Saviour died 
to bear witneſs to the Truth, and 
the ſingle Truth, that he immedi- 
ately died to bear witneſs unto 
was, That He was a King. And 
I know no Man, or Church, that 
has any thing to do to mend our 
Saviour's Inſtitutions: Their 
Power in Religious Matters is to 
enforce what He has commanded, 
and to reſtrain from what he has 
forbidden, and accordingly to 
Adminiſter Rewards 'and Puniſh- 
ments. This is Power and Work 
enough for Souls that are ſincere 
and wherever any Power on Earth 
hath been found making ſuch Ad- 
ditions, they have alſo been found 
entirely negligent of what is com- 
manded, or forbid by God ; and 
their whole Zeal hath been em- 
ploy'd, in enforcing their own 
Innovations: Chriſfians as well 

G 3 as 


| 
| 
| 
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as Jews, have made void the Com- 


mandments of G O D, through 
Mens Traditions. 


| But to Reflect a little upon the 
ſeveral Particulars . above-menti- 
oned. 


Form of Prayer. 


I. I am of Opinion, That 


The Mn a Set Form of Prayer appointed 
ing of Fobnthe to be read in all Churches which 


Baptift,was the receive Maintenance from the Go- 


_ vernment, is not only lawful, but 
and yet Fobn deſirable ; yet ſo as no Man be 


taught his diſ- - J 1 - 
_— 4/compell'd to uſe it againſt his 


* Saviour his, a Judgment or Conſcience ; For a 


Form of Trg. Form of Prayer Compos'd in 
Ki Scripture Language, or accord- 
ing to the Senſe of Scripture, 
is certainly Dictated by the 
Spirit, and 1s according to the 
mind thereof, and he who joins 

in 
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in that Prayer hath two Ad van- 
tages, which he that joins with 
an Extempore Prayer hath not. 


_ Firſt, He is not bound to Re- 
fletion upon the Expreſſions of 
the Miniſter, which is neceſſary 
in the other Caſe. 


1. To underſtand his Mean- 
ing. | 


2. To judge whether it be ſit 
_—_— with him in what he ſays. 


Secondly, He that joins with a 
Scriptural Form hath conſequent- 
ly greater Liberty of Thought, 
and may, while the Prayer is 
Reading, enlarge in his own Me- 
ditations, and receive with great- 
er freedom whatſoever immedi- 
ate Influences the Holy Spirit may 

W 8 4 pleaſe 
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pleaſe to afford. But there are 
Multitudes who cann't uſe a Form 
of Prayer, without Formality : 
And really the variety that is in 
the Temper and Genius of Men 
makes all unneceſſary Impoſitions 
grievances to the World, Nitimur 
invetitum is a great Truth, though 
it be not an Article of Faith; but 
the continual Fluctuation of Hu- 
mane Affairs makes it neceſſary, 
that the Miniſter uſe himſelf to a 
readineſs of applying Extempore 
to the Throne of Grace upon ex- 
traordinary occaſions, which 1s a 
Liberty not deny'd by the Church 
to their Clergy, and is uſed by 
many of them before their Ser- 
mons. And how far the Spirit 
of GOD may influence the 
Heart and Tongue of the Ambaſ- 
ſadors of our Saviour, by imme- 


Rom. g. 15,26, diate Aſſiſtances, I refer to the 
27 
Joh. 14. 17. 


Texts in the Margent for ſatis- 
faction: For ſhould I uſe the 
Lan- 


+», + as 


Language of Scripture otherwiſe, 
than by referring to the Texts 
themſelves, many pretended Pro- 
teſtant Readers would unwarily, 
or from a worſe Principle, call 
it Cant; and yet after all the Pre- 
judices and Arguments againſt a 
Form; they who attend con- 
ſtantly in the Congregations of 
the Diſſenters, do know that 
many of the Teachers in thoſe 
Congregations come very near to 
a Form in their Prayers, though 
called Extempore, and if the Mi- 
niſter ſhould vary every Word in 
every Prayer, yet tis ſtill a Form 
to the Congregation. 


of 
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of the Habits of the Clergy. 


II. If the Habits of the Clergy 
were only uſed for Diſtinction 
and Decency, and not made Sa- 


cramental, viz. To be an outward 


wiſeble ſign of an inward ſpiritual 


Grace; I do not think any Man 


2 Tim. + 13. 


wou'd be frighted out of the 
Church, by ſeeing a Reader in 
White; and the conveniency of 
a Gown wou'd certainly carry it 
for a Gown againſt a Cloak, 
(though we have an account of 
Paul's Cloak, but not of his 
Gown) if it were once declared, 
That there is no more Holineſs in 
a Clergy Man's Gown, than in 
an Alderman'ss And I do not 


believe that St. Paul usd to Preach 


in his Cloak; For if he did, 


being 


4 ww 
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being ſo conſtant a Preacher, he 
would not have left it behind 
him at Troas. | 


Of P reſentations. 5 


III. As for Preſentations and 
Patronages, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, That in the Primitive 
Times, the People did chooſe 
their own Paſtors, and it ſeems 
moſt reaſonable that they ſhould 
have a Negative Voice: For why 
ſhould I have a Paſtor put on my 
Soul, any more than a Phyſician 
upon my Body, or a Lawyer 
upon my Eſtate? But in Truth, 
there being no poſitive Divine 
Command in this Matter, it 1s 
convenient in a depraved Age, 
that Patrons Nominate the _ 

ons 
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ſons that the People chuſe, and 
the Biſhop Approve ; for I doubt 
that in many Pariſhes the Majo- 
rity would not of themſelves 
chuſe the moſt pious Divine, and 
the People are not ſo well qua- 


lified for an Election, as they were 
in the Primitive Times. 


— A = 


The Croſs in Baptiſm. 5 


IV. No Man can give me any 
Reaſon for continuing the Croſs 
at Baptiſm, if the Practice was 
Ancient ; yet from the beginning 
it was not ſo, and if Cuſtom 
without Reaſon make any Perſon 


fond thereof, it may be left In- 
different. | 


Kneeling 
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Kneeling at the Sacrament. 


V. The ſame may be ſaid of 


Kneeling at the Lord's Supper; that 
it was not uſed in the Firſt Ages 
is moſt evident; for Kneeling on 


the Lord's Days was forbidden, 


and to this Day remains Con- 
demn'd by the Twentieth Canon 
of the Council of Nice; and con- 
ſequently Kneeling at the Sacra- 
ment, Our Saviour Repreſents 
the State of Glory by an Alluſion 
to this Sacrament, that his Apo- 
ſtles ſhould Eat and Drink at his 
Table in his Kingdom, and fit on 
Thrones:That Poſture which is the 
Eating and Drinking Poſture by 
the reſpective Cuſtoms of Nations, 
is the proper Poſture for this Or- 
dinance; but were no Poſture im- 


poſed, there would be no Quar- 
| relling 
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reilinz about this matter, and it 


15 probable that the Poſture of 
Sitting, when we Sing, came 
from the Poſture uſed in the Eu- 
chariſt. 8 


As to the Matter of the Teſt, 
perhaps it may be uſed by the Di- 
vine Providence to be a great 
Means of Reformation; for, if 


Diſcipline were Reſtored, (till 


which Time only the Curſes on 
Aſ-Medueſdays are to be uſed, as 
the Rubrick informs us) and were 
Poſture left Indifferent, and no 
Man admitted to the Lord's Sup- 
per, who could not give a good 
Account of the Fundamentals of 
Chriſtian Religion; (viz.) thoſe 
Articles which ſhall be the Terms 
of Union, and who ſhall not alſo 
give Satisfactory Evidence to the 
Paſtor of the Congregation eſta- 
bliſh'd or allow'd with whom he 
deſires to Communicate, that he 
is not tainted with Vice of any 
| kind, 


i (0 ho 


the Teſt Aboliſh'd. Religion 


and Vertue would be promoted 
thereby, and the Kingdom would 
ſoon enjoy a, Pious Magiſtracy. 
But as it is, I have heard it call'd 


an Qutragious Preis of the Devils 


Servants to the moſt inward Rites 
of Chriſtianity, and many be- 
lieve that to make the Sacrament 
2 Teſt for Civil Oftices, where 
the Church is without Church- 
Diſcipline, is unſuitable to 
the Inſtitution, Nature and 
Ends of the Sacrament, dange- 
rous to the Government, and 
to the Souls of Men ; grounded 
on no ſolid Reaſons inſufficient 
to ſecure againſt Popery; of Uſe 
only to Exclude good Subjects, 
and Deſtructive to the true Intereſt 
of any Proteſtant Kingdom. 
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Of God-Fathers and God- 
Mot ber F. 


VI. God-Fathers and God- 
Mothers were an uſeful ſort of 
| People in Times of Perſecution, 
Y | and would be fo now, if not 
j made neceſſary to Baptiſm, but 
uſed as they were at their firſt In- 
vention: But if, inſtead of the 
Undertaking for the Religious 
Education of the Child, in caſe 
of the Parents Neglect or Death, 
they muſt Exclude the Parent from 
his proper Office, and never more 
take care of the Child, which is 
the Caſe of moſt of the Church- 
Children now in Ergland, Pudet 
bec Opprobria nobis, fare no Man 
can deſire to continue it as it is. 


Of 


C83] 


of | Holy- Days. 


VII. He that can find me out a 
Chriſtian Holy-Day in the New 
Teſtament, beſides the Lord's- 
Day, or any mention made of 
them, except in ſuch Texts as 
Condemn them , ſhall have my 
Thanks, and I will not be want- 
ing to acknowledge the , Favour 
to him who ſhall diſcover any o- 
ther Original of them, than is be- 
tore-mentioned in this Diſcourſe. 
And if Men would be content- 
ed to give God the firſt Day of 
the Week, being one in ſeven, 
I'm apt to believe the laying afide 
all other Anniverſary Holy-Days 
for the whole Church, would 
neither diſpleaſe God nor good 
Men ; and we need them not to 
oblige either Fews or Gentiles. 
oh H Indeed, 


_ 1 5 _ 


Indeed, were they declared, ( as 
they are) of Humane Inſtitution, 
and only convenient for Relaxa- 
tion from Labour, the Eaſe of 
Servants, and ſuch ex Pur- 
poſes, the great Objections againſt 
them would be Anſwer'd ; and a 
Law concerning them, like that 
of 5 Eliz. Cap. 5. concerning 
1 ent, would do the Buſineſs ; 
and no Man would object againſt 
beginning ſuch Days of Diverſi- 
on, with Solemn ſeeking the Di- 
vine Bleſſing in Publick Aſſem- 
blies. And yet, if any Men or 
Church, deſire to continue them 
as they are, without Impoſition, 
the Fourteenth of the Romans, 
perhaps, hath made them a Tole- 
ration, though it muſt be ac; 


knowledged, That the Days there. 


intended had originally a Divine 
Inſtitution. | 


WW 


r 


As to occaſional Days appoin- 
ted by Authority, for Faſting and 
Praging, or Feaſting and Thanks- 
giving, whether pro hac vice on- 
ly, or Aunual, with Reſpect to 
ſome National Deliverance, they 
are not ſcrupled by any Engliſh 
Proteſtant, and are Authoriſed by 
Preſidents in the Jewiſh Church. 


Of Ordination. 


VIII. We read of Ordination, 1 1 
by laying on of Pauls Hands ; 2 Tim. fl. 5. 
and alſo of Ordination by laying 

on the Hands of the Presbytery. 

The Primitive Church joined to- 

gether the Biſhops and Presbyters ; 
in Ordination; and that will 

Pleaſe and Unite the Epiſcopal and 
Presbyterian : And I don't know 

H 2 whe- 
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whether if any Independent, or 
Antipœdobaptiſt be fond there- 
of, it ſhould be any Difficulty to 
the Church of Exgland, to let 
them Admit their Paſtor with 
what Ceremonies they pleaſe, fo 
as he be willing to ſubmit there- 
to, perhaps they will have the 
better Opinion of him, and he 


have advantage of doing more 
good. 


And as for Reordination, 'tis 
but Confirming Ordinations, made 
by Presbyters, by Act of Parlia- 
ment (which is no new thing) 
and that Affair will be ſettled 
without determining that difficult 
Point of Controverlie. 


Many of the Incumbrances on 
Conformity are removed, parti- 
cularly that which related to the 
Illegally Impoſed Covenant, and 
the Oxford Oath; and if Subſcri- 


ption to the Terms of Union, by 


aj! 


ms A £5 £A Dd ti-«= A rPwj]"ny<s_ an A = Hh 


4 
: 
} 


[ 87 ] 

all that ſhall receive Imployment 
in the Eſtabliſhed Church, toge- 
ther with fit Qualifications, and 
a Sober, Religious, and Godly 
Life, were accepted; inſtead of 
all other Subſcriptions and Oaths, 
how happy ſhould we'ſee the 
Church of England? 


Laſtly, Theſe things would 
Anſwer the Objections, and Re- 
move the Antipathies and Preju- 
dices of the Difſenrters: And as 
for the Indecencies juſtly com- 

lain'd of amongſt ſome of them, 

y thoſe of the Eſtabliſhed Part 
of the Church, they do already 
ſenſibly Decay, and would ſoon 
vaniſh. away. Good Manners is 
certainly as agreeable in Church, 
as out of it; and there is no ne- 
ceſſity of being Guilty of Irreve- 
rence to avoid Superſtition. 


The 


H 3 


ANGLES 


1 Cor. 11.10. 


A 


884 
The Apoſtle adviſed the Wo- 
men in the Church to have a co- 
vering on their heads, becauſe of 
the Angels: And if the Angels 
ather the Devotion of our Souls 


rom the Poſture of our Bodies, 
were it for no other Reaſon, 


Men would neither Sleep, nor 


Loll, nor put on their Hats, in Þ 
Publick, or Allow'd Aſſemblies, 
eſpecially they who keep them off 

all the Week beſides. The Ser- 
vice of the Body, as well as the 
Soul, is owing to him from whom 
the Glory of both is expected: 
And the Apoſtle, as if he had 
fore-ſeen the Folly of ſome Peo- 
ple 'in this Matter, expreſly ex- 


horts us to Preſent our Bodies a | _ 


living Sacrifice, holy and accepta- 
ble to GOD, which is our reaſonable | 
Service. But yet I'm not ſo San- 
guine as to believe it a Matter 
probable to be effected, to bring 

. the 
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the Epiſcopal, Presbyterian, Inde- 
pendent, and Antipedobaptiſt, ſo 
near together immediately, as that 
they ſhould agree in one Mode 
of Worſhip, or Form of Divine 
Service; and yet I conceive, th 

may be all United in the Church 
of England, and under the Go- 


vernment of the Biſhops, with- 


out hurting their Conſciences on 
the one ſide, or cutting a Hem 
off the Surplice on the other: 
And to this purpoſe I would pro- 


| pole : 


I. 
That by a New Act of 


> . Uniformity, Moderate Men 


may be comprehended, and 


the Tolerable Tolerated. 


II. 


* * 
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: II. 


7 That an Act of Parlia- 
ment be paſs d for the more 
Poſitive Settling and Limit- 
ting the Biſhops Courts, 


| and give them a Proceſs ſi _ 
| ſuitable to their Civil Con- | 
'* ſtitution. | 
III. ; 


That the Power of Ex- | 
communication and Abſo- Þ|. 
lution be reſtor d to the Pa- |} + 
riſh Paſtor, for Matter ß 
Immorality, or Groſs Here. 
fie; and the Proof thereof |? ++ 


be 
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be tranſmitted to the Court 
kept for that Dioceſs. 


RY. 


That all the Teachers in 


Diſſenting Congregations do 


make themſelves perſonally 
known to the Dioceſan, and 
own his Civil Juriſdiction 
within his Dioceſs, accord- 
ing to Law, and Enter the 
Places of their Aſſemblies 
with him: And that all 
Diſſenters ſubmit to the Con- 
uſance of thoſe Courts, if 
they are accus'd of Immo- 
ralities, who may there have 


2 a Civil Puniſhment. 


[ V. 
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V. 


That becauſe very many 
of His Majeſty's Subjects are, 
and probably will continue 
under the above-mentioned 
Denominations, it might be 
adviſable that the ſeveral di- 
ſtinguiſh'd Parties chooſe 
their Repreſentatives to Al- 
ſiſt at a Convocation in Mat- 
b ters of Manners and Good 
a Life, and other things which 
are not in Controverſie. 


| The Providence of God 
in the Inſtance of London- 


derry, did ſhew us that all 
En- 
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Endeavours of Agreement 
are bleſt by Miraculous and 
Extraordinary Appearances 
of the Divine Goodneſs. 
And though we are not Be- 
ſieged in Exgland, yet I doubt 


we are under an equal ne- 


ceſſity of Unity and Con- 
cord, in order to preſerve 
to our ſelves and Poſterity, 


both the Commandments and 
the Creed. And if theEpiſcopal 


Party, though they will be 


render d much more Nume- 
rous by ſuch Comprehen- 
ſion (reſerving to themſelves 
both the Property and Pro- 


fits of the Church) would 


nevertheleſs allow the Diſ- 
{enters the Morning and Eve- 


ning Hours for their Lectures 
I 2 and 


— « 


mig 
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and Aſſemblies, they Engag- 
ing not to meddle with thole 
Matters in Controverſie 
which diſtinguiſh Parties a- 
mongſt us, but only ro en- 
deavour the Good of Souls, 
which 1s the Intereſt and 
Duty of all Parties, they 
would grow together inſen- 
ſibly, and we ſhould be, in 
a ſhort time, the Happieſt 
Nation on the Earth. 
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